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PUBLISHER 


To The'— 


READER»: 


Aving. heard theſe Sermons Pre ach'r” at 4 id of Faſting 
«nd Humiliation kept amongebe Proteftant Difſenters: 
:n Dublin on the occaſion of the Death of our late Exgellent 
Queen, I have with. much difficulty ind importunity prevail” 
with therr Authors ts let me have Copys "of 'ems" for the. Prefs, 
becauſe. 1 pudge the Publication of *trmn may tend to promote 
more of that good underſtanding and hearty affedion among 
Proteſtants, which has long been the earneſt deſire of all good 
men, And this end I hope they will be ſerviceable gg/iittain, by 
removing ſome of thoſe common prejudices ain iD; Diſlenters, 
which have ſo much contributed to\alienate the minds of their 
Fellow. Proteſtants from "ems. For 5 ee Dearferga es 
_ may eally obſerve, | 
- 1. That their Charity is ſo-fir from Ling confin 'a re Heir 
ow” _ arty, that where-ever beyfeg*the Ina? 14 of God ( N 
in; in ihe Efſentials of Fat "1 ) fam t on Ip 
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' The Publiſher to the Reader. : 


Jeſſer Differences ſignify anything to diminiſh their afjeionate 
&fteem for 'em. - And as that Image ſhone-with the brighteſt 

.vaj3 inthe late Queen (Tho, wealt know, tiv'd and ay'd i5 the 
Communion of the Eſtabliſh*t Church) ſo it poſſeſt the Diſſenters 
wot only with perfett Charity towards her, bat with that profound nt - 

| Eſteem and Veneration fbr htr Pidy.mwhich theſe Diſcourtes ſo 

| » dargely expreſs. ; 


2. That Diſlenters ccmenot behind thity Fellow-Subjetts for 
 . thyal Aﬀettion th thtir Seweteigns, For #s their Priffciples, in 
reference to the ſubjection due to Magiſtrates, are exactly the 3 
ſame with thoſe of the Eftdbliſh*f Church (as will evidently ap- 
pear to any that compare their Confeſſion of Faith with the 
- 39 Articles oz this.. Head), /o tha other Prot«ftants derive 
greater whirKcs/> f2"7 14 "+ Government, Jet Hone ex- s 
preſ#a whre pratef ui (erife ofWhe ft&0hr of an frdulgtnt Prince, P 
or 4 more dutiful Aﬀe.ction to him than they do. And this is tn 
ſo untverſal, that as none of 'em fail'd to contribute their ut- 
 ,moſt towards this Revolttion, ſo none of *ehi h#ve been jet cone ' 
 wittel of any flicklitls of pibttiny ag dinft the Governient. 'Tis 
"zrne indeed, they are not fond of that Paſſive Obedience withoie 
' any-reſerve or legal limitation, which ſome have (tho very un- 
-reaſonab!y ) made the characteriſtique of the Efl abliſt Church ; 
"For thoſeihat did ſo; us'd it only to ferwve a Tirn,and as quick- 
h renoun't it when it ruw conty#ry to their intereſt, But Gueen = iT 
Elizabeth's s/3#arce to the Scot's ana Hollander's, and King 
Charles the Firſ”s ro the. French, as well as this Revolution 
plainly demonſtrates, that the body of that Church are not for -?| hs 
that Doarine of the Aﬀe (as ih» Earl of Warrington calls | 
i) in it's boundleſs latitude, tho atl good Proteſtants and good 
Subjects are far Paſſive Obedience in it's de and limited [1 
Suk. -. : wt | 
Ani to' add n) more. I 


3. That 


The Publisher to- the Reader. 


*" 3: That-the. Diſſenters are ſo far from being prejidic't 


againſt Monarchy (when caſt into the excellent mould of our 
wiſe Conſtitution) as if it were inconſiſtent with the advancement 
of the true Intereſt of Religion, that they never expett to ſee the 
Church Crown'd with greater Proſperity ard Glory than when 
Kings are her Nurſing Fathers, and Queens her Nurſing 
Mothers,and they know not of any more remarkable accompliſhment 
of that Prediftion, than what they have ſeen lince this happy. _ 
Revolution. 

And tho they think not Monarchy to be Jure Divino excls- 
froe of other Forms of Government; yet they think fince the Entail 
of the Royal Scepter on the Family of David, there was no King 
more expreſly deſign'd by Heaven, or ſett over a people by the 
Mft High, than his preſent Majeſly is. 

Since then the Eſtabliſh't Church azd Diſlenters fear the ſame 
God, honour the ſame King, and contribute to the ſupport of the 
Same Government, why may they not live in mutual Peace and Love? 
Nay, why may they not, tho ſome Differences about mor/es of Wor. 
ſhip, and Church Government, oblige 'em to retain diſtin Aſſem- 


: Glys, yet regard each other as belonging to the ſame Common- 


Wealth of liracl? And that theſe Diſcourſes may be uſeful to pro- 
mote ſuch a truly Charitable and Chriſtian tempeng is my earneſt 
wiſh, and only aim in their Publication. * | 
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many ptous and juſt Princes had ſway'd the Fewh b Scepter be- 
ho we B q 
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Sermon [I. 


2 Chron. Ch. 35. The laſt Clauſe of the 241th, and the 
firſt of the 25th Verſe. 
V. 24. And all Judah and: Jeruſalem wmoutned for |o- 


tab. | 


25. And Jeremiah lamented for Jofuah. 


Ivil Cuſtom has taughtgus to pay a grateful Reſpe& 
co our deceaſed Princes by ſome external marks of- 
our ſorrow for their Death. Agdl:furc tthole Sub- - 
jets were very unworthy of ſp. eminenc-a Bleſſing 


- as all good Princes are, who do not reſent their, 1Death- as a 


publick Loſs, and who pay no Tribute of their Sigi1s & Tears 
at their mournfal Funerals. But yet there-are ſorne of *em, 
whole Life has been ſo endear'd to their People by the great 
benefits they have deriv'd from their exceikent £zovernmeat, 
and the greater they have been rais'd to the hopes of ; and 
whoſe death has been ſo embitter'd by fruſtratuag thoſe joy- 
ful hopes, and preſenting a long train of diimal conſequences . 


te their view, that it may juſtly be expeQed the: forrows of 


their afflicted Subjets ſhou'd at ſuch a tgme- tranſeend- the 
common bounds, and be as ext#aordinary as the Tad voccafrow of 
11 ES, | 

Such an eminently beloved Prince was, this in. my Text, 
whoſe unexpefted Death attendeÞwith ſeverail aggravating 
Circumſtances of it, did overflow his whole Kiiagdom with 
an uvauſual Torrent of grief, - For tis oberva}>le, that tho 


fore 
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IDE TS 
* fore, and doubtleſs their People had not been @wanting to ex- 
preſs their juſt eſteem for 'em, by lamenting their deceaſe, yet 
. *we read no more of *em, than that they dicd, and were buried 
in the Sepulchres of their Fathers, And yet who can imagine, 
that ſo Religious and. Valiant a King as David, ſo wiſe and 


Tehoſhaphat and Hezekiah ſhou'd not have many tears of their 
_ affeQtionate SubjeRs ſhed over their Graves. And'yet we find 
this Remark only made on the death of good Joſiah, that when 
' he was brought wounded from the Field to Jers/alem, and 


recommend' the Example the more, Jeremiah himſelf (that 
faithful Prophet) is here mention'd as the chief Mourzer, and 
feems to have born the greateſt ſhare of the publick grief at 
the ſorrowful Solemnity of laying him in the Sepulchre of his 


excellent Prince himſelf, or in the circumſtances of his death, 
that occaſion'd fo remarkable a ſorrow, of which there is ſo 
fpecial notice taken here by the inſpired Hiſtorian, nay, which 
we find elſewhere to have become provernuan to exprels the 
NS - greateſt Tranſports of publick grief. (For hereto” tis proba- 

bs thoſe expreſſions allyde; Ard i» ihat dgy ſhall be great 


the Valley of Megiddon, The former name importing, as ſome 

_ Expofitors iudge, ſome ſmall Town or Village, near the Val- 

tey of Megiddon; where this fatal Battel was fought). Nay, 

to ſo extraordinary a height was their ſorrow carried; that 

*twas not confin'd. to that time or Age, but, tranſmitted to 

. future years by a publick Ordinanoe ; As you read in the 
words following the Text. | 

: Now i we look back-gn the ſhort Hiſtory of this Prince's 

_', !Reign,'wernay obſerve many Circumſtances that concurr'd 

to juſtify and heighten their grief. If- we conſider his Qu a- 
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proſperous a one as Solomon, nay, ſo illuſtrious Reformers as - 
died there, All Judah and Jeruſal:m monrn'd for him. Andto' | 


'Fathers. There muſt ſure then be ſomething ſingular in this -- 


Mourning in Jeruſalem, as the Mourning of Hadadrimmon #»r * 


_ -— ligies, we ſhall find he was not iaferior to any of his Pregece 


— 


AS 


 fors in thoſe excellent ones that might endear Rim to his peo- 
ple, by rendring his Government a publick Blefling to 'em., 1 
we obſerve the time of his death, *twas in the flower of hi 
Age, and when he was intent upon the: proſecution of- great 
defigns-for the publick good, and particularly that of advan« 
cing the happy Reformation of Religion he had begun. If 
we look forward to the conſequences of his death, thoſe alſa 
appear moſt diſmal ; his Death being the ſad prefage of all 
thoſe Calamities haſtning on that people, which the Prophets. 
had foretold, and which were only ſuſpended and delay *d du: 
ring his life, 

No wonder then that his Death fll'd *em with ſo general 
Conſternation, and difſolv*d *em into a flood of Tears, when 
ſo many circumſtances conſpir'd to give it fo doleful and ſo 
terrible an Aſpect upon 'em. 

From the words then we may deduce this ſubje& of our 
preſent ſorrowful meditations- | 
The Death of Excellent and Religions Princes, when they art 
cut off in the prime of their Age, and in the height of their pub. 
lick uſefulneſs, is a juſt ground for deep and general lamentas 
tion, | 

Now the Death of ſuch Excellent and Religious Princesj 
when attended with thefe two aggravating Circumſtances; 
will appear to be a juſt ground of deep-and general lamentae 
tion, If we eithep conſider it meerly as a publick Calamity and 
Afflition, Or if we conſider it as a wark of the juſt diſpleaſurd 
of God againſt our Sins, and often a preſage of deftrult ive ven« 


 geance. 


L. It will appear to be a juſt ground for deep and »general 
lamentation, if we conſider it meerly as « publick Calamity 
and Loſs. 

For publick Affliftions not only juſtify, but-call for publick - 
forrow. Grace is not intended to extinguiſh, but 150 mode- 
rate and govern our natural paſſions. + So that co þez inſen- 

Is '» ible 
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| (4) 
ſible of publick Evils, and unaffefted with 'em, is ſo far from 
being a Vertue,- that *cis rather: ſottiſh ſtupidity, than true 
patience and fortitude. The ſoft and tender diſpoſition of an 
' affcionate Nehemiah, (1 Neb.v.3,4.) is more becoming a Chri- 
| Sian, than RR TT indolence of .a churliſh Sroic. * 
| -, Now the Death of Excellent and Religious Princes, is a 
publick Calamity and AffizFien; both conſidered abZFradedly in 
st ſelf, and much mofe, as( aggravated by theſe Circumſtances 
' {have mention'd, 
- Firſt, *Tjs ſo, conſider'd abſtractedly in it ſclf,,and that both 
i reſpe& of the Civil and the Religious Intereſts of a Peo- 
_ 
: I;. I reſpect of their Civil Intereſts. | 
For what can more effeCtually contribute to the temporal 
proſperity. of a people, 'than the excellent. Endowments of 
their Rulers. A large and clear-Judgmeat to diſcern, and a 
publick Spirit-co. purſue the real Intereſts of their People as 
their own, Inflexiþle Integrity in the adminiſtration of pub- 
lick Juſtice tempered with Goodneſs and Clemency, unwea-' 
ried diligence in their application to publick affairs, and a ten- 
\ - der affeCtionate care for-the welfare of their Subjects. Theſe 
are ſuch god-like Qualities, as.render Princes the amiable Im- 
ages of that Bieſſed Deity whoſe Vice-gerents they are, and. 
tonſechuently the Dariings and Delight of their happy King- 
gJoms. - And:indeed when under the prudent Condutt of wile 
Princes the publick. Intereſts of. their Kingdoms proſper and 
 flouriſ2, and they are ſtcur'd from forteign Invations, and do- 
| MeſticitBroyls 3 When under the ſhadow of their Authority 
and Pr oteRtion, their people dwell lately every man under his 
onn Vine and his Figetree, none makigg e993 afraid 1 (1K7»gs 
'4. 9.24.) When thro, their zeal for Juſtice, and accurate 
care for the equal diftribution of it, J«dg ment runs down (to 
every part of their Dominiens) 4s Water, and Righteouſueſs 
as a mighty ſtream, Amoz 5, v. 24. It's courle being lo T"_— 
tial, 
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tial, as neither to be interrupted or perverted by Bribes, or 
by Favour, When their cars are open to all juſt Grievan- 
ces, and the Cauſe of the Widows and Fatherleſs is as fa« 
vourably heard, and their wrongs as ſpeedily and effeQtu- 
ally redreſs'c, as thoſe of perſons of the highelt Rank and 
Quality. When inſtead of making their Government an -un- 
ſupportable Yoke to their Subjects by grievqus and illegal 
Taxes and Impoſitions, *Tis rather thgr ſtudy to render it 
caly by a tender care of their Property & Liberties, and by . 
\ taking off ſuch heavy Burdens from 'em. When their "tes 

are thus entirely ſacrific'd to the good of their People,tin 
unwearied toyls and care for their ſecurity and welfare ; 
When *cis their chief Ambition to be like the blefſed God, 
the ProteCtors of oppreſſed Innccence, and publick Bene- 
factors to mankind ; Then happy zs the People that is in ſuch 
4 caſe, (P/.144 v.5.) And ſuch a Prince is (0, extraordina- 
ry a Bleſſing, that Natore it ſelf ſhou'd prompt all his Sub. 
jeas to lament his death as an extreme AfiiQien, even as 
the loſs of a Common Parent, And thole never deſerv'd the 
beneficial advantages of the happy Government of ſuch 
Priftes, whoſe hearts are no way touch't with the deep 
wound their Death gives to the publick. Intereſt.of a Na- 
tion, which on the account thereof may jultly ſay, the Crown 
is fallen from our Head, ( 5 Lam. 16.) 

And this conſideration no doubt had ſome influence on 
the ſorrow, mention'd in my Text for the death of King Jo- 
ſab ; For we read in the v. following the Text, of: 4is Acts, 
” and of his Goodneſs (or his Kinaneſſes, as your Margin juſt- 
ly reads It.) . 

He was not deftitute' of any of thoſe .cxcellent Qualities 
I have mention'd ; Sure he muſt have had a large and ca- 
' pacious mind, that cou'd begin and carry. on with ſuch ſuc. 
cels, ſo intricate and difficult a work as that of Reforma- 

tion, when his years were ſo green, and before he had any 
5 C adyan- 


(6) 

advantage of Age and Experience to ripen his Judg- 
ment, ( See 2 Chron. 34. v. 34) And the extraordinary 
diligence wherewith he followed it, ſhews his intenſe ap- 
plication to publick affairs, (ſee v. 6, 7.) His exaQt Juſtice 
' 15 doubtleſs included in that general charaQer, (2 Chron. 34. 
v.2,) Of his generous and bountiful diſpoſition, there is a 
nob!e Inſtance recorded, ( 2 Chron. 35. v.7.) And of that 
render Love he bore to his people (one of the moſt amiable 
Qualities of a good Foouy we have two, remarkable 
proofs ; The one in the 19/h and 27th ver. of the 34th Ch. 
where the peruſal of thoſe threatnings the Law of God 
had-denounc't againſt that ſinful Nation, ſo affeQted. his 
heart, that he rent his clothes, and the proſpeCt of their dan- 
ger drew -a flood of Tears from his eyes. The other we 
have in this Chapter, and it was ſuch a proof of his Aﬀe- 
Ction to his people, as coft both thein and him very dear. 
For his eager concern to prevent- the gy which he 
though threatned. his Kingdom. from the paſfage of the E. 
gyptian. Army thro ſome parts ob it, to encounter the Aſh- 
_ 7ian,engag'd him in that haſty and imprudent Attempt ta 
oppole 'em, that bereav'd his undeſerving People of a Life 

- he was on this occaſion too forward and prodigal to expoſe 
' for their preſervation. . ; | 
And no wonder theſe Royal Vertues ſo endear'd this Ex- 
 eellent King to his People, when they had fo long ſhed their 
happy influence upon *em in the courſe of his juſt and gra- 
cious Government; ſo that his Death ſeem'd to *em like the 
taking the very Breath from their Noftrils, like the rending 
away that Soul that had ſo fong enliven'd and cheriſh'c 


'20.. 
-- But the, Death of ſuch Priaces.is alſo a publick Colarrity 
arg Lyſs to a People. MEPs ne) 9 Te 


s 
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their Political Body, To allude to the Expreflion us'd, 4 Lam. 


( 9:3 


2. In reſpect of their Religious Intereſts, 
And as thoſe are infinitely more valuable than any other, 


ſo the fatal conſequences which the Death of pious Princes 
is ufually attended with as to. them, gives a peculiar Accent 
to our Sorrows on the account of it, Eminent Piety is ſo 
great a Rarity in the Courts of Princes, which abound 
with ſo numerous temptations to Vice; and *ris fo un- 
uſual and difficult a thing to be Great and Good, that where 
the Graces of 'the Spirit of God are-found in a happy Con- 
junQion with the Glorzes of an Earthly Crown, ſuch a Prince 
is indeed the Phenix, the Honour and the Ble/sing of the 
Age he lives in; ſo that the Loſs of him is almoſt irrepa- 
rable, When a Nation is favour'd with ſuch a Prince as 
this, Who to all other Vertues adds this of ardent Zeal for 
the glory of God, and the ſalvation of Souls ; Who is him- 
ſelf a diligent Student of his holy word,.and draws from 
thence'the beſt maxims of true Policy, and heavenly Wi 
dom ; Who confiders himſelf as the: Minifey of God, whoſe 
Government ſhou'd be conform'd to the excellent ends of 
hisz Who reſolutely empleys his Authority to maintain the 
uncorrupted Purity of' Religion in it's DoQArine, Worſhip, 
and Sacred Diſcipline, and to promote the ſtrit obſervance 
of the Divine Laws; Who underſtands the true Intereſt 
of praQical Chriſtianity and Holineſs, and bends his main 
force and ſtudy to encourage and ſtrengthen that ; Who ap- 
plys his wife and healing Counſels to eſtabliſh. a neceſſar 

Unity in the undoubted Eſſentials of 'Faith and Holineſs, 
and to promote a happy Concord in affeftion, where mens - 
different apprehenſions about leſſer things will not admit of 
a ſtri&. Uniformity in doubtful Opintogs and PraCtices ; 
Who proteRs and cheriſhes with a paternal favour and care, 
all faithful laborious Paſtors and their Flocks, and is ſollici- 
tous to diffuſe the light of divine Knowledge into the dark- 
eſt corners of his Dominions, by: thruſting out Labourers - 


w”_ __— 


into... 


(8) 
"into thoſe neccflitous parts of the Harveſt; Who weilds the 
Sword of Jultice as: a;Terror to t0 all Evil-doers, and that 
- ;with ſo. undaunted Zeal and Courage as to make Iniquity 
: Rop it's mouth, and lay ſome etfeftual reſtraint on open and 
.inſolent Wickedneſs; And to add no more, Whoſe blame- 
leſs Life ſets before his People, an, amiable Pattern of that 
holy Religion his; Power, is employ'd to defend, and draws 
-as many by it's attrative Influence, to be, the cordial Vota- 
Ties:of Piety, as his Authority awes- into an external profel- 
fion of it ; I ſay, When a Nation is favour'd from Heaven 
with ſuch a Prince as this, How invaluable a Mercy is his 
Life and Reign, and how:\great/and glorious EffeQts may be 
expected from it!;;How folid Support ,will the precious In- 
tereſt of Religion derive from. his Power, how abundant 
Encouragement from- his Bounty and Favour, and how 
'charming a Luſtre from his bright. Example ! So that his 
SubjeAs.muſt have loſt all ſenſe of..it's value, if they do 
not; ſy mparhize with it in the Loſs of ſo powerful a Pro- 
teQor and-Friend ; If we have Any-concern for the glory 
.of, God, it muſt needs peirce onr'hearts when ſ{o Eminent, 
Inſtruments of it are:remov'd. . ,If we have the genuine 
.AﬀeQtions.of. the living members of the Church, we ſhall 
weep. with her, when: ſhe.is bereav'd of: ſuch Kings or 
Queens as have bcen ſuch tender Nyrſing-Fathers or Nur- 
{ing-Mothers to her. 

- And this was the” very Caſe of, the People in my Text ; 
Fortho Joſiah was adorn'd with .all other Princely, Vertues, 
yet as ſmaller. precious, Stqaes, almoſt ,difappear when they 
{tand near ſome large'and ſparkling. Jewel, fo are theſe other 
excellent Qualities almoſt oblcur'd in the ſhort: Hiſtory of 
his Reign, by, the Luſtre of: his ſignal Piety- And this in- 
deed ſhone in. him with the, mo bright and .conſpicuous 


Rays, and makes up.che-main part of his CharaQter. 


His * 


_— 
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His Piety was remarkable for the Earlizeſs of it in an 


; ' Age commonly additted to Folly and Vanity,and eftrang'd 


from all ferious thoughts and counſels. For *tis recorded 
to his ſingular Honour, that in the $th year of his Reign, 
(and in the 17h of his Ave), while he was yet youns, he be- 
gay to ſeek the God of David his Fathtr, (2 Chron, 34.w.3.). 
'Nay, this Circumſtance does the more comment and ſet it 
of, that he herein happily declin'd from the iteps of his 
wicked Father and Grandfather, who had both revolted 
frofn the true Religion ; But he adher'd'to the God of [{ret{ 
whom they had torſaken, and became as /ftrious for re- 
ſtoring, as they had made themſelves infamons by abandon» 
ing his true Worſhip. And fo aniverſal and accurate was 
his Piety, that he is ſaid fo have done that which was right in 
the eyes of the Lord, without declining to the right hand or the 
left, (2 Chr. 34. v. 2.) And ſo admirably fervent was his 
Zeal in it, that we are told; Like to him was no King before 
him, that turr'd to the Lord with all his heart, ana with all his 
ſoul, and wigh all his might, according to all the Law of Moſes, 
neither aroſe any after him like unto him, (2 Kings 23,v. 25.) 
And we need no other proof hereof then the wonderful Ef- 
fefts of his holy Zeal recorded in this and the foregoing 
Chapter. He began firſt with the extirpation of that 
wretched Baalitiſh Idolatry that had {o univerſally polluted 
the Land, of whick he took the exaCteſt care poflible to de. 
ſtroy all the reliques and monuments that cou'd be found. 
And togfix in the minds of the people the utmoſt deteſtation 
of 'em, he defil'd thoſe Altars with burning. on *emthe bones 
of the 1dolatrous Prieſts, that had been worſe de6i'd with 
their curſe>Sacrifices before, '(2 Chron. 34. from the 34. to 
the 8/4 v.) Having fini{ht that, he then let upon the repa- 
ration of the Houſe of G19, a great part whereof had been 
ruinated in the former Reigns. (See from v.8.to v.14.) And 
when Hilkiah the Prieft found the Book of the Law of -God, 

D {ot 
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(of which it ſeems'the Copy had long lain in obſcurity, and 

rult, and no wonder then the people were funk into gene- 

- ral ignorance of it) be not only heard it, read-with devout 
| Attention, but upon-the peruſal of it, bitterly lamented the. 

wotul violation of it, which the people had long been guil- 

ty of, caus'd it to be publickly read to 'em, and by the influ. 

ence of his Authority and Example induc't 'em to enter in» 
to a ſolemn Covenant for the ſtrict oblervation of it. 
/ 2 Chron. 34 Ch. from v. 14. to the end.) Ard parti 

he begins with reſtoring that grand folemnity of theIr Re- 

Hgion, the Paſchal Feaſt, to the ſtriftneſs of it's firſt Inftitu- 

tion, ſo punCtually reducing it's ob{crvance to what the Law 

enjoyn'd, that *cis ſaid there had.not been ſuch a Paſsover kept 

in iſrael ſince the days: of Samucl the Prophet, (2 Chron. 3 5, 

v.15) Nor was his Zeal only levell'd againſt the corrup- 

tions of divine Worſhip, bur was equally bent againſt Im. 

moralityand Wickeaweſs. For we read of-his breaking down 

- the honſes of the Sodomites, and. his putting away the Moyers 
; with familiar Spirits and the Wizards, (2 Kines 23.v. 7.24 ) 
No wonder then that his people ſhou'd pay fo profound a 
Vencration to ſo admirably pious a Prince as 1115, For tho 
the generality of *em ſeem only to have gifſen# cd in their 
external complyance with the Reformation. he advanc'r, 
(as we may inter from the ſequet of the Hiſtory ) yet they 
had.ſomuch ſecret reverence tor Religion leit, that 1115 won-, 
deriul Zeal in 1t carry 'd too powerful charms to be reliſted ; 
| Arid it made lo deep Impreſſion on:the minds of all that 
. were truly. good, that they look'r on his Fall as a Deaths 
wound to that Religion his Life had rg{tor'd, and lamented 

over it, as ready to be. buried under tne ruines of fo noble 

a Patron of it; . .But 

Secondly, The Death of Excellent and Religious Princes 

* 15 much more a publick Calamity and Affliction, whin ate 

tended. with theſe, two'aggravating Circumſtances, - 724 
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When they are cut eff in the flawer ef their t2e, a and in the pro- 
IG 4/15 '0n of the! ir gut JY IONS Dei T1A5S for the pub! ro0A 

And it was theſe two Dart] cular Circamita ances that g2Vec 
ſo ſharp an Edge to this aMiction in the Text,and ma 1deir 
pierce {odeep into the heartSot the people. Good Fepal 
was now only in the 3974 year ct his age, tho in the 31 of 
his Reign. According to the ordinary courſe of nature, he 
might have {wayed the Jewiſh Scepter-as many years yet to 
come. And fince he carried on the. blefled work of Reforma- 
tion to ſo great a height in foſhorta time, to what a | obo 
of perfettion might he have brought it, had\he reach't tothe 
ſame age as many of his Predecelfors had ont betore him ? 
That ſolemn Celebration-of the Paſlover-1s the laſt aR of his 
recorded before this ſurprizing account of his dearh. $9 
that henot only fell in the prime of his years, but was carried 
off the Stage, when atting the moſt delirable and uſetu} part 

uponit. Andno wonder then that this rokg  ſhou'dappeir 

ſo terrible, which ſoquickly bereav'd em © Life & Reign, 
on the long continuance whereof they #ad rais'2 ſo great 
ExpcRtations And therefore the learned X. ber ſup. 
poles that paſſage 1 in the Lamentations ts point | fo this vio= 
lent death of J-/4/, (: h. 4.9.20. ) Phe Breath oY our oſtrils, 
The Lords Anointed wis aken in their pitts, of Qyphom we (aid, 
anaer his ſhadavw 7c { ve {1 VE ANC ns the refer 

And indeed _ death of och Pious Princes may julÞy be 


then reckon'd 'a more {cnfivle and wottnding lofs, when 
ws :ſudden and Data arcs” When they dyc in a Good 
eld Aoe, and fullot ds3zs iheir people are in ſpme-meature 
prepar'd for ſuch a froke '\-v the warningsFhat their na- 
tural Infirmities give others + well as 'ar {cloves of it. And 
there is juſt occaſion to be thaiiktul chat cheir lwppyGovern= 
ment has been continue\l.ſo | ES ro regret that they 


muſt reſign it at laſt, and that we cannot in them protraC: 
| 
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b (SF. 
when their Conſtitution ſeems to be firm, their Healthin it's 
vigour, and their reaſonable powers in their vivacity, when 
their minds are fild with thoſe noble projects for the Glory 
of God, the advancement of true Religion, and the welfare 
of their Subjetts, which are the reſult of Experience, and of 
wiſe Yeliberate Counlels, Aad when thro-their entire Alcen- 
daat over the att:Rions of their People, they are poſleſt of 


+ all adyantages for the accompliſhmeat of ſuch glorious De- 


ſigns; And to add no more, when we are pronnſing to our 


Jelves the' happy, produtt and fruits of all this; if now an 


unforeſeen accident forcibly ſnatch and tear *erm:from us, if a 
ſudden diftemper in a few hours vr days hurry 'em from the 


'Throne to the Grave, If now Death, that grin Purſevant be 
ſent with a Commiſſion to arreſt; and carry %*em off from: 


the very Teene of publick aQion, if now thezr breath go forth, 
and they return to the earth,and their thoughts in one day periſh, 
{P[:145.40.4Y What Terror & Conlternation, what Fear & 
G:ief may thisjultly poſſeſs their people wich, whea they 


* fee all their paſſionate wiſhes croſs't, all their mighty hopes 


blafted, and thoſe probable Inſtruments of publick good fo 
ſuddenly and irrecoverably raviſh't from *em ! How dif- 
mal a proſpeC@t of things may this deſervedly give *em! 
Which leads me to the 2d general Head. 

II. The Death of Excellent and Religious. Princes, when 


attended with theſe aggravating Circumſtances, is much 
- more a juſt ground of deep and general Lamentation, con- 


ſider'd, As a mark of God's diſpleaſure againſt the ſins if their 
P: ople, and often a preſape of deſtraitive Vengeance, 

1: The Death of ſuch Princes when they arc thus cut 
off in the flower of their Age, and in the height of their 
publick uleſulneſs, is always a mark af God's juſt diſpleaſure 
az 4inſt the ſins of their People. 

So important Events as theiz doubtleſs come under the 
accurate diſpoſal of his Soyereiga Providence. If tbe /erf 
x SP8770p 
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Sparrow fall not to the ground without our Heavenly Father, 
(Matth 10. v. 29.) Much leſs is the Fall of the Greateft and 
Beſt of men, in reſpe of his purpoſe and conduQ, a con- 
tingent and uncertain Event. If the hairs of every goot 
mans head be numbred, (v. Jo.) Much more are the Lives 
of God Princes under his oblervant Eye & Care. *'Tis afſer- 
ted by the inſpired Penman concerning every particular 
perſon, That their days are determin'd, that the number of th-1r 
months is with God, that he has appointed their bounas that 
they cannot paſs, (Fob 14.4.5.) And lure *ris no lels applica- 
ble to thole Glorious Inſtruments of his Providence, on 
whoſe death ſogreat Revolutions & Turns of publick Aﬀairs 
ulually depend. He by whom Kings Reign, and Princes de- 
cree Juſt ice, has in his Eternal Counſe!s fix't the Epocha and 
period, when their Government ſhall 5:gi- and exa, and that 
in a ſubſerviency to the deſigns of his own MWiſaom, and uſu. 
ally for the ilfuſtration of his JF«ſtice or Mercy towards their 
People.” When therefore a righteous God brings on a fin- 
ful people ſoſurprizing a Calamity as the unexpected death 
of an eminently pious Prince, ſnatch't away in the prime 
of his years, and in the proſecution of- great deſigns for the 
publick good, this does by no means look like a meer a of 
Sovereignty and Dominion ; It carrys the plain charaQers of 
Vindittive Juſtice engraven on it.Such a people may reaſon- 
ably conclude, *tis ſome National offences that have provok'c 
him to deprive them of ſo ineſtimable a National Bleſſing 3 
And when the Crown is thus (unexpetedly) fallen from their 
heads,"Tis a very obvious and juſt RefleCtion on fo terrible a 
ſtroke, Wo unto us that we have ſinned, (Lam.5.v.16.) Fora 
gracious God has too indulgent an affeQtion to his Church, ta 
take away by an immature death hertender Nouriſhers and 
Guardians; where her' undutiful carriage has not provok't 
him to an a& of ſogreat ſeverity, and even excorted fo aw- 


ful a Judgmeat from him. - He ſeems to be deeply offended 
E : with 
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witha degenerate age, when thoſe are long luttzz'd to Reign 


and profper, who are Monſters of Witkednels,and the com- 
mon Plagae and'Scoarge of the Earth; -while thoſe excellent 
Princes, who were publick Patterns of Piety, are but jult 
ſhewn to the world, and thea withdrawa from 1t'as unw 
worthy of %em, 

2: Nay, ſometimes ſuch a ſtroke as this is not only an indt- 
cation of God's diſpleaſure in General, But a ſad preſage of 
aeftrutt ive Venpeanceit ſelf. As when it comes on a people 
at.the heels of many lelſer Mozitcyy Judgments in vain us'd 


tO recover 'em to ſerious Repentance, and ſeems to make 


way for the ful execution of that Deſtruftive Indignation 
which their izcurable obſtinacy in grievous and National 
ſins has been long ripening and preparing '*em for, 

And this was the very ciſe of the People in my Text, ard 


this very Ccnſidrration ſeems to have been the chief ſpring” 


of their extraordinary ſorrow. 
This People had for ſeveral ſucceſſive Reigns been guilty 
of great backflidings from God. They had frequently revol- 


ted to the groſs Idolatry of Basl. They had ſunk into woful. 


Ignorance of the Law of God, and greatly deprav'd his In- 
ſtiruted Werſhip. - And a general Torrent of Immoraittys 
had broke looſe among *em. God had raiſed up among 'em 
a ſucceſlion of ſeveral extraordinary Prophets,who delcrib'd 
their guilt to *em in the molt lively colours, rppbraided *em 
with their great ingratitude and ob(tinacy, and on the«dcore 
of it denounc'c. his deſolating. Judgments uporr *em, and 


Mm__ that of the Babylonifb Captivity, Infomuch as- 
Joſiah (who fromthe Threatnings contain'd in + 


when.goo 
the Book. of the Law, plainly foreſaw the great wrath .of God 
ready tobe pour'd down upon *em.) ſent to conſult Huldh 


. the Prophereſs. He has indeed a favourable meſſage re» 


turn'd relating to himſelf, That he ſhowd be gather d to his 
Fathers in peace, and ſhou'd not live to be a gs += 
; | ator 
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Qtator of thoſe tremendeus Judgments, or ſharer in ?em, 
But for the Vation, His Anzer was now kindied inro too 
violent a flame to be q#exc#'t, tis Pt/zce wou'd no longer 
forbear to avenze the crimes of iheir Fore fathers on thcir 
incorrigible Polterity, (Ver indeed tne comply ance of the 
cenerality with J's Reformation was but tergn'd, as ap- 
pears by their quickly relapſing in the Retgn of tis Saccet> 
ſor.) And tho the lite of this pious Prince ſhou'd a while 
ſ«ſpead, yet it ſhou'd, not prevent the ruinating vengeance 
that was threatned, ( /ce 2 C4ro07. 34. v. 24,25. 26.) 

No wonder then that his ſudden death ſho.'d att 'em 
in ſocxtraordinary a manner, when it leem'd to cut off tron 
'*em all the hope that remain'd ct preventing the. utter de- 
ſtru&tion denounc't againſt **tm, and fo left 'em now open 
and unguarded to the ſtroke of inexorable Jultice, Nay, 
no wonder we read fo particularly of J:remiab lamenting for 
TFoſiah ; Well might he now wiſh, That his Head nere waters, 
and his Eyes a fountain of tears, (Ter. 9.v.1. ) When thy 
death of this Godly Prince did preſent all the miſerys of a 
long Captivity to his view, and gave him che doleful proſpect 
of at's ncar and inevitable approach on that guilty peop!'e, 
And therefore lome ſuppoſe (and not-1mprobably) that he 
then-in a prophetick rapture of grief. pena'd the. Lamentas 
tions, in which thaſe wotul ca/amitys are, ſo pathetical- 
ly deſcrib'd, as already: inflicted, which were ſo near a 
coming. | 

And ſure there is great reaſon. to lament the death of pis 
ous Princes, when it carrys ſo fada prognoſtick of the yen+ 
geance haſtning on a wicked people, for whoſe final ruine.a 
juſt God is preparing, by beginning to remove the only Ia» 
ſtruments likely to prevent it. And therefore ſuch dying 
Princes may. beſpeak their people in the. language of Chriſt 
to the Daughters of Jeraſa/er, Weep not for me, ant weep for 
your ſelves. and your chilaren, on whom the dilmal 1mes are 

* coming 
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coming, wherein it ſhall be ſaid, Bleſſed are the barren, even the 
Wombs that never bare, ana the Paps that never gave ſack, 
(Luke 23. v.28, 29.) 

It remains'nRow that we apply what has been ſaid to our 
own cale, And. ; 

I. Let us hence conſider, Eow juF# occaſion the unexpected 
death of our late Relig ious @ ueen gives us for deep and general 
lamentation, ; 

2. Let us learn to turn our ſorrow into the rizht Channel, . 


and improve it to the beſt purpoſes. 


I. Let us here conſider, how juſt occaſiom the unexpected 
death of our late Religious Queen gives us for deep and general 
Lamentation, 4 | 

To mourn for her, is a Tribute we owe to her memory, 
if we only conſider'd the excellent Qualities ſhe was endu'd 
with, which repreſgnt our lofs of her as invaluably great. 
I ſhall not indeed attempt to give her charaCter, bur leave 
that fo ſuch as had a nearer view, and have a firter pencil to 
draw the portraiture of her excellent Mind. And there- 
fore ſhall only ſuggeſt, That beſides all thoſe amiable Ver» 
rues that render*d her the glory of her Sex, there were ma-" 


ny becoming her eminent Station, that ſhone with ſo bright 


alight, as cou'd not fail to attrat the eyes and admiration 
of all her Subjefts; ſuch as that rare Humzlity and Cordes 
feention with which Majeſty and Greatneſs was fo ſweetly 
temper'd in her; Her extraordinary Clemency and Goodneſs; 
Her tender affeCtionate Concern for her People z Her pru- 

dent and ſteddy Conduct, and her unſhaken Reſolution in the” 
adminiſtfarion of- publick Aﬀairs, when left in her hands 
at-ſuch a junEture, wherein we were threatned with emi- 
nent dangers both from open Enemies abroad, 'and diſcon- 
tented ones. at home ; Bur above all, Her great and exem- 
platy Pet. : "Avto* which I' ſhall 'ooly add, That as the 
Piety*of Fofiah'was the more remarkable,. becauſe he 'was 
THIK vI the 
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the Son of a Father who had diſown'd the true Religioh; 
and as it was the ſfiagular commendation of Abij«h the Son 
of Feroboam, that in him was found ſome good thing towards 

 theLord God of Iſrael in that houſe, (1.Kjngs 14.v,13:) S0'tis 
the honour of our late «cer, (in which her Royal Siſter has 
alſo happily follow*d her Example) that ſhe firmly adher'd 
to that Reformed Religion which her Father had abandon'd, 
(whoſe perverſion to the Romiſh Idolatry put him on thoſe 
-unhappy meaſures which had like to have been pernicious 
to the whole Proteſtant Intereſt in Exrope, but by a jult 
oyeriruling Providence prov d only fatal to his own.) And 
indeed- when 'we conſider the ſignal hand of God in that 
glorious Revolution, The Crown ſeems to have been plac'c 
on her Head by Heaven, as the Reward of her Piety. Nor 
was ſhe one of thoſe ſuperficial Votarys that Intereſt often 
proſelytes to the external profeſſion of the true Religion. 
Her ſincere and: ardent Zeal for it appear'd with the moſt 
convincing Evidence, not Þnly in rhe conitancy of her pubs 
lick' and private Devotions, bur in that purity of an un- 
ſtained Converſation that.is it's moſt genuine fruit, and 
it's trueſt glory. Nor do we want abundant proof of her 
pious concern to revive the praCtice of it in a degenerate 
Age; beſides the great deſigns of that kind, which we are 
aſſur'd (from the teſtimony of the late A. B. of Canterbuyy, 
who frequently converſt with her on that SubjeR)) ſhe had 
form'd in her mind. So that I think we may juſtly- ſay, 
that ſince the death of our former Engliſh Jofah Edward the 
6th, none has ever ſince ſat on the Throne, that has given 
more evident marks of a ſincere love of Piety and exem- 
plary prattice of it. 

And that which renders her death the more juftly [a- 
mented,is the /ſudderneſs & ſurprize of it, It was the effe& 
of a violent Diſtemper that forcibly ravifh't her as it were 
- out of the very heartsof her ——_ SubjeAts, when we 

| were 
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were lo tar from apprehending the danger of {o diſmal a 
Loſs, that. we were; flattering - our {elves with great ex- 
peQations. of a: [alting ſettlement under her happy Reign, 
Nay, ſhe ſeems ſnatch'raway ata junfure; that rendersthe 


. greatneſs of our loſs the more ſenſible ro us, when the ſhare 


of publick ation abroad (till devolv'd upon our, Sovereign, 
made her prelence and conduc at home the\moit neceifary 
£0 Us. tf Hh yo; 7) 
Shall theFhe ſudden Removal of ſo eminent a publick 
Bleſſing leave us Rupid and unaffefted, as if we had no ſenſe 
of ſodeepa Calamity? For ſuch an eminent publick Bleſhng, 
true Piety 'renders thoſe Crowned Heads. .in whom us 
tound, and in whom 'tis like to he ſo vaſtly communicative & 
diffuſive a Good, For in them it always derives a more at- 
trattive-Luſtre from their eminent CharaRer and Dignity: 
to recommend ; it:to others, like a rich Diamond ſetr ro: ther 
arexteſt: advantage, oran exquiſite Pitue plac't in the! belt 
light tocharm the Beholderseyes. In them it appears that; 
true Piety-is ſo far from being a mean Quality only ſutable 
to theſe. of an inferior Rank, that on the:contrary, nothing 
can more-truly-ennoble the Mind, and 1mfpire-ut with great. 
thaughts.and glorious deſigns; ſo that where-ever *tis tound-: 
in - the greateſt 'of, ' Earthly'! Potentates, "tis always 
the brighteſt Jewel in their Crowns, and traaſmics 'their 
Name-and; Memory to ſucceeding, Ages. with the molt laft- 
ing Hopour..: .hheir charming:Example has a mighty ten- 
dency to recover \Religion to 41's jult repute and. veneration 
among meny and draws” othersto an imitation by an inſen- 
ſible and ſweergbucalmoſt irrcliftible force. Nay in them Re- 
ligion 15 back't with that Power, that may contribute much 
nat only, £0 iv's /upport.andideſence, but to the; enlargement and 
extenfjau of it's, interg/t 1a the world. . For tho the 7yterpad. 
and vitgl powervt Religion-in'the hearts of it's ſncere Pro- 
fellprs cag bear up againſt the moſt violeng orgs of Perle+. 

Y  cution, 


(of 


cutionalike thaſe excellent. Plants ithatcretain their verdure 
duzing.the.&verityg.of the (Hatpeft VWigter, yet it!s exter- 
aal Interelt; is like!to: grow-imore, it Will-moft etteQually 
ſpread it's Branches,jand.propagate.it ſeit by a large acce(- 
ſion of Converts, under, the-warm aufpic.ous rays of Civil 
Power, when-/tis;turm{h't with ath the Advantages; and 
Encouragements at ki1d Fayoltr and Beulity of Pious Prone 
CESGaN glveIts 2:17 

And thall, we a then amend chad entitnely Death that 
has bereav/d;the;Age of ſo noble a Patrern, Relig iomat fo 
cordial a Patron and. Friezs, the Chyrch of God of {0 render 
A, Nazxifper; and theke chree Kingaoms aft 8 Princeſs whole 
Intereſt i1n-the hearts of all fincere Proteſtants, contributed 
ſo much to this great and happy Revolution? .'Shall. not 
her Death be as much ghe 4x:per/u! Grief, as her Lite and 
her Reigahas been the waizrr{el, For of. ber-People?. :'; 
- But, lure the Conlidgration of her immature Death. witl 
more powerfully affe& and peirce our; hearts, if we regard 
it, as an awful mark of. theidr{pleaſure of God, and as Carrying 
ſome {aſpirepnt preſagenof ; Frpttiwe Vengeanyec 1 + | 
_. We:iſbou'd.be'.very (hu pil, imdegd, if : we ee 
the unexpected deagh ph o-pious g Princes 35.4 ſevere Judgs 
ment,, We have no. reaſon; to- doubt ,that {tis our;heinous 
fins have provok't a righteous God to.take away from theſg 
three Kiggdoms; the deſire pf itheir,. Eyes.. 116, ſuch-Kjngs.8 
Daeens as are Nurſing: Fathers and. Narſing-Aothers-ro God?s 
Iſrael, be promy as the mo hgnal Bling, £14 49.% 23.» 
The untimely.removal ef 'em mult nee:'s be as remarkable 
aCirſe and Punijbmext.'; It wou'd argye little better thas 
a profane contempt of the. Juſtice of, God, ſhoy'd we qvers 
took lo awful ettc&ts oh, It. [f. we, hon! d: apt feel when he 
ſmites us with ſo 'yerribje a ſtroke, as loaks-aot like the gov» 
tle rebuke of a Friend, but the deadly wound.ci,an iacculed 
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For there ſeems to be ſomething'in this ſurprizing Cala- 
mity that has-a more dreadful AfpeCtupon us than ordinery 
Judgments have. To clear this, It will bs neceſſary to take 
tome ſhort review of our carriage towards the Great God, 
and the remarkable ſteps of his Providence towards us. If 
welook back as far-as the two/preceding'Reigns, It is a fad, 
but juſt and obviows Refle@ion that has been made by all 
ſober perſons, that the former of '%em was attended with 
the moſt violent'and general inundation of Atheiſm & Inki- 
delity,Leudneſs & 1mmorality that perhaps was ever known 
in-theſe Nations ſince the light of the Reformed Religion 


' ſhone in erm. The Cohtagion having infeed the Court, 
ſoon ſpread it ſelf with ar' irreſiſtible force to the remotelt 


parts of theſe Kingdoms. / 

And as for thoſe inconſiderable & unhappy differences that 
continue amongſt us notwithſtanding our profefiing the 
faime Reformed Religion, {© far were'any moderate and 
heating methods from- being purſued in order to the com- 
partly by thoſe Narrow Terms of Minifterial Conformity 
that Have excluded fome thouſands of judicious and-pious 
I the publick Vineyard, and partly by thoſe 
Additional Laws that let looſe the'reins toa ſpirit of Re- 
venge and Perſecution. © And this was attended with fatal 
conſequences to the” Intereſt of Religion it ſelf, nor only by 
diverting the Zeal of good men from rhe Subſtantials of it-to 
{eſs important Opinions and PraRtices; but eſpecially by 
giving the profzner part of the Ape a ſpecious opportunity of 
venting their natural emnity againſt praCtical Piety it ſelf as 
cloth'd with thoſe odious nick-names they had faftned upon 


poſing *em, that'on the contrary they were greatly widen'd, - 


, It. Nor did our Popiſh Enemies fail ro einptove: theſe faral * 


Advantages given'em to ſtrengchen their Tntereſt by weak- 


_ ping and dividinf; our's. On the contrary, they manag'd 


*em ſo effefually by their ſecret but powerful influence on 
an 
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an unhappy Prince, that the vigorous attempts of two ſuc- 
ceſſive Parliaments (infpir'd with the true Zeal of Englyb- 
men and Proteſtants) to ſtemm the Tide-of 'Popery, ſerv'd 
only to expoſe our nobleſt Patriots to the malice'and arti- 
fices of that Party, and to facilitate the Aſcent of a Prince 
of that Religion to the Throne. In his Reign, the ſwift ad- 
vances of arbitrary Power ({well'd with an eaſy Triumph 
over a feeble oppoſition ) did-fo etieEtually. prepare the way 
for the re-e{tabliſhmenr' of the Romiſh Religion, that the 


Proteſtant Intereſt ſecm'd in the judgment of all 1t's conſi- 


derate and ſerious Profeſſors to ſtand on the very brink of 
And in this Kingdom, +it was aCtually fo far con- 
ſign'd into. the hands of our Popiſh Adverſarys, that tho 
we ate now reſcued from *em, we yet groan under the de- 
folating ruines we were then- involv'd in, and carry the 
broad Scars of thoſe deep Wounds viſible upon us. But the 
tender bowels of - divine pitty did at that time move to- 
wards a guilty,People. and {urpriz'd-us with an amazing 
deliverance when-we thought our deſtruction inevitable. 
Our preſent K#zg, arid late Qureex were honour'd by Heaven 
to be the happy In{truments of ſaving three periſhing King» 


* doms from impending Ruine. - And now fure it might jult- 


ly have been expected that the terrible Judgments to which 
our- fins had expos'd us, ſhou'd etfettuaily awaken us to ſe- 
rious Repentance ; or | at leaſt that ſuch miracles of 
mercy ſhoiuwd 'powerfully oblige and conſtrain us to ir. 
But alas, --how far ſo futable and 1o extraordinary me- 
thods of "divine ':Providence: have been''from! atraining 
this excellent end; is too obvious. to our ſad Reflettions. ' 
Never ſure were ſo awful Judgments fo wretchedly (lightcd, 
nor ſo eminent Fivours requited with {6 vile ingratuude. 
Our Fears feem*d to lay ſome preſent reſtraint upon us ; 
But we quickly return'd to our ſins as ſoon-as our dangers: 


were over, as if our deliverance had only embolden'd us to 
e: offend 
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offend 'with greater hope of impunity. The wonderful 
mefcy+..of God in ſhaking the heavy yoke of our enemies 
from- off our necks, {lem'd to have no ather etfe&t upon vs, 
then toencourage us the more boldly to calt off the Bonds of 
his own juſt -and gracious Government. » Tis true indeed, 
{ome endeavours were us'd-to check that Torrent of open 
Profanenels and Dgbauchery that had again broke out ſo 
violeatly among us, S2me Proclamations and. Orders to that 
end wgre iſfued from the 7hrone, and ſome tew inferior Ma- 
2iſtrates ſhew'd' ſome Zeal to ſecond the Pious Intentions of 
' our Rulers ; But the'Dyſeaſe was too ſtrong for the Remeay, 
and all this prov'd onlya feeble inefteftual attempt, like the 
oppoling a week Dige to the impetuous violence of a boy/te- 
rous Sea. Tis true allo, we owe theſeaſonable repeal of many 
Laws, whole ſeverity had long tended toalienate the afteCti- 
ons of Proteſtants from each other, to the better temper, and 
the moderate Countcls that this happy Revolution brought 
' along with it 3 But the Propy/als tending to lay the ground- 
work of a delirable Accommodation have been hitherto un- 
fuccesful. Now the great God {whoſe jift expeCtations from 
| us have been thus fruſtrated) has not fail'd to make us ſen- 
ſible of his diſpleaſure, not only inthe continued expences of 
a tedious War, but in ſo frequently giving ovur Enemies fatal 
advantages toinſult and triumph over us, and reducing our 
affairs into a very hazardous poſture. -But alas, how ſtupid 
have the generality been under, all theſe viſible indications 
of divine anger, ftaning oa with a curſed impudence in the 
face of all theſe monitory Judgments,and turning a deat ear 
to all the Remonſtrances made to. 'em of their guilt and: 
their danger !* ; 

And what method is the great God now taking with us ? 
He has been hitherto lapping off our branches,he 1s now liying 
zbe Ax of his Judgments tothe Koot of the Tree,and has alrea- 
dy cut down ane of thoſe Props-0a which our confidence of 


_ publick- 


\ 
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publick ſafety was born up, He has remov*} one of thoſe 
plorious Inſtruments he had made vl: of to eff. pur deli. * 

verance. And now he lets us fre upon how fender a thre 

our molt valuable Intereſts etthcr as Mer or Chritians ſeem 

4 4 to depend, and how eaſily he can fink us agzin into thote 

Contuſions and Miferys out of which we have cſcap*r. 

He now ſeems to tell us loudly, thathe is repenting of all 

the good he has done unto us, and it {ome viſible and ſpee- 

dy Repentance on our part prevent not, we may expect to 

{ce that glorious ſcene of Providence revers't, which our in 

gratitude-and oblt:nite wickedneſs has rendred us ſo un- 

+ worthy of, - For {och an cvent as this looks not like the 

correQion of a Father, but the vengeance of a Judge ; Not 

like a merciful Warning, but rather like the:opening the 

Sluce to let in a flood os more delolating Milerys than we 

« © jbave yet beheld. And ſhall we not trembde At the awful 

< voice of the terrible Rod of God, who fo loudly proclaims 

to us, That he will not be any longer out-brav'd by our bold 

impietys ; But if we will not repent of 'em, neither will 

he repent of, but haſten to execute all the Evil that's deter- 

min'd upon us £ What reaſon then have we to lament the 

Death of this Religious Princeſs, when ſhe ſeems (like good 

Joſiah) [ent to her Grave in Peace, that her eyes may not be» 

hold the terrible effeAs of divine wrath coming upon an 

tmmpenitent Genexation ! Nay, how particular 1eaſon have 

F.-10 God's faithful meſſengers to lament, who have. fo great 

ground to apprehend this ſtroke as the beginning of thoſe 

deſtruQtive Judgments they have hitherto in vain warn'd a 

ſecure arid incorrigible pecple to obviate by a general Re- 

pentance f | | 
Bur this leads me te the other Ule. 
Il. Let us turn our ſorrow into the right Channel, and ing» 


prove it to the beſt purpoſes, 


4 4 


And 
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And here, 


*- 1. Let our Grief for this Affliction be turn'd into a juſt 


ſorrow for our ſins, that have thus kinaled the diſpleaſure of 
Gol againſt us, w 

And O that Rivers of Tears mizht rim down our eyes, when 
we. refle& on thoſe pyblick .provocations that have thus 
arm'd the vengeance of the great God againſt us! And is 
it not a diſmal conſideration, that no endearing obligations 


_ of mercy will biad'a diſiogenuous and unthanktulz Nay, no 


ou 


monitory. judgments* awaken a-ſecure and ſtupid People ! 
ſhou'd it not pierce our hearts to.think, that the moſt open 
marks of praCtical Atheiſm and contempt of God, 1 mean 
our helliſh Oþs and Curſes, ſhou*'d be ſo commonly heard 
among a people, who have lately beheld ſuch aſtoniſhing 
effeQs of his power and mercy in our. preſervation, as if we 
thought our ſelves deliver'd tg do all theſe abominations ? 
That the ſame Luxury & Senſuality, Intemperance and Un- 
cleaneſs, Pride & vanity, &c. ſhou'd ſtill defile theſe Lands 


” 


that lately expos'd.:em to the danger. of fuch a deluge of . 


miſerys? That Maziftrates & Miniſters have been no more 
zealous to 'oppole this ſtream of Irreligion and Licentioul- 


neſs, the one by the coercive power of the Sword, the other 


by the faithful reproofs of the Word? That what has been 
done has hitherto prov'd ſo fruitleſs and incfi-Qtual? That 
there ſeems to be ſo little hope left of any general eft-Qual 


Refgrmation ? Thar all farther attempts rowards it ſeem co . 


be given over as vain and 4mpracticable? As if we were 
reſolv'd to fin on and leave it to the venture, whether a juſt 
God will go on to puniſh? O what reaſon have we to read 
and tremble at that awful paſſage, (Amos 4.v. 12) The 
great God had vilteq that People with three ſucceſſive 
Judemients, But they now'd not retury tohim; And therefore 
he ſends 'em this dreadful challenge, Z7herefore-thus will 1 da 
unto thee, O Iſra:l, ana becauſe I will do thus unto thee, Pre- 
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part to meet thy God, O Iſrael. g.d. ExpeRt now a Puniſhment 
that ſhall be as upparallel'd and unexampled as your ioct- 
rable obſtinacy has been ; And therefore prepare now-to 
encounter the yengeance of an Incgaſed God. | 

2. Let us be excited ts deprecatethe. farther. effets of 
divine Anger with the greatelt carneſtneſs, | 

And O what cauſe have we to humble qpr ſelves under 
the mighty hand of God that's fo viſibly ftretch't out agaiaft 
us| To own and vindicate his Righteouſneſs in jad vey 
of his Judgmears, to accept the puniſhment of, our 1niqui- 
tys, being dumb and ſilent becauſe he has doge ut! (PF. 39. v.9 ) 
What occaſion have we now to beg more imporrunately, 
than ever, That ho wou'd gpare an offcading people, and 
ſtop the courſe of his vindictive Juſtice, and in 4he midit of 
TFudg ment remember mercy! How fervent ſhou'd or ſuppli- 
cations be for the preſervation of that valuable/life that's 
yet left to us, the continuance whereof ſeemSyet to give us 
a reprieve and reſpite from thoſe deſtruQive Calamitys we 
fear! How fhou'd we (as David in the behalf of his 

ople) Rand between the deſtroying* Angel and our - dread” 

overeign, that the vengeance may proceed no farther! And 

eſpecially when He's about to expole his life to new. ha- 
zards in the publick Cauſe, W hat reaſon have we to tytm- 
ble and fear leaſt our fins ſhou'd furniſh us with ſuch 
another ſubje& of more bitter movfftiag than that in my, 
Text! What necd have we then to hold up by earneſt Pray- 
er the inviolable ſhield of divine proteCtion over him! A 


ſure it wou'd be a dreadful ſymptom upon vs, if 1 ſer- 


vour of our ſupplications ſhou'd abate when ou ers 


encreaſe; If while 'the hopes of our Enemies arETrais'd, 
the hands of Prayer ſhou'd hang down ; If when-the a- 
vengiug Arm of God is again lifted up, there ſhou'd be 
none among us that ſtir up :hemſe/yes to take bold of bim, 1n 
order to the making Pcace, (1/4. 06 v. 7) 


3. Let 


(265) ) 
3: Leb us b& xritcd to fertols "ROpbmt ewes) M00 dep 19 VBA. 
ſuiceſt of our Prajefs for' averfing tht further Effetts" of dis" 
Vine diſpleaſare. = | 
And-O that our King and our Magiſtrates may imitate- 
the excellent Pattern'in my Text! That they wou'd read the 


. word of God, belteve'the terrible' threatnings of it, rend' 


their clothes, and weep over the Nations finsand their own, 
from a holy dread of that: terrible wrath- that” yet hangs 
over us | (2 Chron.34 v.18, 19,07.) O thatithey' wou'd by 
their own example” and' authority engage their :people: to 
renew their Covenant 'with an oftnted Godin order to 
the regaining his forfeited favour ! (. 29, 3o, $1, &c.) O 
thar they wou'd at length reſolve ro lay out” their power _ 
with courage and zeal, t6 promote the obſervance and ye- 
ſtrain the' open- viotatiorr of His holy*Eaws;*as perfwaded 
that nothing ſhort bf 'a national Reformation can prevent - 
out ruine ! O' that God's faithful Miniſters wou*'d ſound Hei?! 
Trumpet yer louder, to awaken' (if poſtible) a ſleepy genera- * 
tion 104 ſehſe of their aggravated guile, and their'extreme- * 
danger, before they be ſurpriz'# with retfitdileſyvengeance. | 
May every one of us at leaſt reſolve toreforin onrown hearts® 
and lives, nzy-to reform our familys; and (as far as our In- 
rcreſtand power canreach) to promibte the 'reformatibri-of® 


others.” For who ran rel if God will ubtCundFbipent and turu® 


ainey ſrom his' fierce Anger,that we'pe#ifÞ'Wor? (Jondh 3.49.)" 
And ſhou'd rhis awful Judgment/produce ſo genuthe & hips 
py an effe&t x, a general Repentance, how- ealtly c#n- rhe 
great God 'meke up chat extreme Eofs-we have fuktain's, By" 
{(cfangtharhonoutrable Inftrument He-has|yee (Par*d'to us 


- with moreeminent Succeſs in this great deſigns for the pub- 


lick good: He that has fo: wonderfully preſerv'd' that pre-= 

cious life: witha' vigthant and tender care, when'fo oft with. 

in an inchof deſtruction, feems to havereferv'd # for fome 

glorious purpoſes >*And tiowfealily carr he prolon$-i _— 
| as 


> 


— 


\ 
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has accompliſh'r by him thoſe gracious ones, wiz. The de- 
liverance of his oppreſſed Churches abroad, and the happy 
ſettlemeat. of chele-athome, whi ich-he-legm'd.once-to have- 
entertain'd in his* heart, and which nothing but our im- 
penitency retards the execution of. In a word, our publick 
lafery or danger entirgly F9900500.t'D the reſtored favour, or 
continued diſpleaſure-of the: great Sovereign of the world z 
If he trown upon _ in vibe do we y—_— = ſelves ſecu- 


rity. from. th n 0 $4187 
hep I OTe an Teh: re es to Webe5 06th 9p. Ie il Tec 
us, we may defpt FhrdHts Bf rhe nib fo nidable Ene- 


mies, For why ſhou'd thoſe be afraid of a man that ab dye, 
or of the, ſon of man that: ſBalb br:ar-graſs; who have rar 
nat Gad :torigheirs RefugerandiiNefence) iFor w_ 
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"Sermon I. 


'Head ; Woe to ys that wo bave ſinned. 


Lament. s. ver. 16, The ids of war; from our | 


*\. / Hen perſons of extraordinary Eminency in Place 
MV. and Worth, are futpriz'd by Dearh; there isa tri- 


bute of forraw due to fuch 1/»rioas GharzGers at their Fall;- 


and of how much the greater importance their lives were, 
to the"invaluable intereſts of Religion, ſo much the louder 
18 our call to Solemnize their death by our affeRionate Lx- 
mentations, But while our mourning is warrantable and 
juſt as 40 the occaſion, It Mou'd-be. our care that it be welb 
regulated as to the manrer, and duly proportion'd in its ex- 
tent and meaſure. Tis not therefore enough to pour out a few 
fighs and tears on ſo ſad an occaſion, and ſodiſmiſs the awtul 
D; penſation with a ſuperficial view ; but Reaſon as well 
33 Grace ſhou'd inſtruCt us to ſearch further, and to look 
upward to the Sovereign Hand by which the ſtroke is in- 
Alited, as well as backward to the cas/es by which it was 
procured, and forward to the calamitous events that may 
be further thfeatned, And to this courſe we are direQted 
by the example of as i»/pired Prophet in the words of my 
Text, Which are a part of the Pefut Lamentations the 
Prophet Jeremiah pours forth over the ruins of the houſe 
cf Goa, and the Kingdom of Judeh. Some conceive they 
were compoled at the:death of Joſiah, and if ſo, the _—_ 

| Ca 
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cif events HtheTieg&Mdcaprivity whictrhe (@Staph 
deſtribe$, are expreſfet? by: Wy a Prophitical a ienpatibris' 
But-if they were indite@ during the captivity, it'is yer thas 
nifieſt, that with the Proper, the death 'of * Joſiah was ths 


ta phieally 


| farall Epothe Fram! where he- dates the beginning of all-the - 
. Miſeries helaments5 iteva3*ther, that the court of divine 


Providence way vifisy' earneg" from” Monty th Vines 
SB bep2W 1), ai 221 J293 C2077; & Ri rl h. 2) LUILTS 
In the words there gre three' things conſiderable, 1) 
The ftraKE of Gvi?s WiYpie /e4 1adffiorf hs viſtble people, 
Zh Crown if fallen froy "ORF Heal hich expreſfion ray-be; 
applyed two ways, (1) DPW PuTlah whder the cap 
tivity, when they had loft from Jitiong them-thepower'sf 
Civil Magiſtracy, and RllF'under” the:Conquering Sword of 
the'Bebjloniſh Trapire *ti&/Crolwn (avbielis the Enſign of 
Sovereign Power) was then ſnatcht from tfeir*Head, atid* 
tranſlated td anothet;*Or, (2 J Fo'the death of Jobb, and the 
words may! be rendted* mote” favorably to'this fenſe,*The 
Coltipn of onr head 13 fllenta)Crown'is the Emblem'of Ex- 
cbllency4 4rid'atcorndirighs this Tenſe, the Prophet fofinuares; 
that when Joſiah was dead, the glory of the Kitpdom' was? 
loft, and"the-State # Rlt:lefr in\a"t6ttering uncertain' con- 
dition: and if this 1«trerbtnot thefull and ditett mreaning* 
of 'the'place; Petirinfty be convenienifly{netuded 5s a pate, 
ad fo muck the' raHenybeeauferhe Holy Ghoft afſures'ns,\ 
that Jeremiah lamented tor Joſi«h, and their mourttal Sofig! 
on that occaſion was" Written In'the 'Lamentitiors. '(Sce 
2'Chrbi'5s. v.25.) Now'there is no other paſſage in this- 
Book direly a þplicable to'Joſieh's Death, But only this; 
and, Chip.\a. v.20! In this' ſenſe? therefore 1-fhall take" 
leave to underſtand chis3expreflion as referring to JÞſteh's 
Death. Wo, Rot " 1 SJ 1 27. 
a. The 2d think 'confrherable inthe words}"#3 ts [Wife ? 
which the” Prophet ( dr the: CBarch which hfyerfoniles) 2a 
tha ag * « I preſſes 
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paler of this fexoke, Wa unto 4s., 4 mournful: Exclamation, 

WE thex.exprals.cheis refkntment of the lols they bad 
HY Gaſtaiged,, aod- their apprebenſivenels of' further 
evils which they; Bit expetted-: '9..d. © Als wretched peo- 
«ple How:dilmal-is che appearagee, of - this. Providence # 
« This looks; jindeed- like, zhe beginning, of-thoſe terrible 
« Judgments, which the, Rrophers, have fo long denounced 


_ * againſt us: This 1 IS a ſtroke that ſeems full of woe and 


« wrath, *- 
' 3... Tou have in. the wards the. reflection, Fl make under 
this ſenſe of their, lolz Hg kywe Sores, When Conſcience 


. is awakened-ynder,diviae.cebulkes; it, will not fail to POIRt: 


us.to.lin-as. the.cauſe of ur. ſuffering ; there's the monlirous 
Womb. that has broughg: forth the wrathful Birth. 


-The, ſcops;of:the: words thus: underliqod, i s.compriled.in» 


this. Obſervazjons, | 


Dor: That the untimely. Fall of Palinions Priexes i ks fo be 
leoked on, and lamented 45 a fruit of their pecple's ſons. 

Naw. 1a; the proſecution. af ;this, Frach, it-W ill be. requi- 
fite to anſwer theſe Ld Ingyirins baſore 1 come to apply it 
ro our preſeat caſe-: 

1, What thoſe ſins in 4 prople are, ts which we may a/c ibe 
the untimely Fall of Religious Princes ? \ 

'.. How it ques, appear: 1441, the anting!y: Fall of” Religrons 


Princes fbou'd bx looked at 6d-lamantedi es the fruit of their 


p< 294e"s' (ins F 
As to the former, | ſhatl hot deſcond unto a more parti- 


\ cularanſ{wer 9 it, than-the conſideration of the ate.of the 


people. of. Ja42b leads me 10, andthereare two'particulars 
very obvious concerning their Sin in theſacred Story. 

i. There was 4 woful entail of guilt tranſmitted ta thens 
from the 1wo preceding Reig ns of Mangſſeh and Amon, eſpe- 
cially the former, (for 4wox's was but .\horg)': -Infomuch 
__ ſacres, (Hfotion allures vs,that "twas the guili then; 
Contra» 


C-3r ) Fey 
contra{ted, that made Joſih's reformation ineffeGual to pre- 
vent the delolations God had threatned.” (2 Riga 6.) 
Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not from the fietcent(s if 
his great wrath, whexcwith his anger was Gindled az ainſt .Ju- 
dah, cauſe of all the prouvreutions that Manaſſely had DF CU 
ked bim withal. - Andaget (2 Kings 24. v. 3, 4.) Surely at 
the Commandment of the Lord came this upon Judahyto re- 
move them out of his fight, for theiſtns of Manaſſeh \afthr d- 
ing to all that he did; Alſo for the innocent Blood"nbi "aj 
{bed, ( for be filed Jruſztem with. grrhadent-BlooZ?): iy the 
Lord would nct piraon : *Tis no uatyakthing invhe method® = 
of God's holy. Providence, that theygyilt 6f one generation 
ſhou'd be avenged in-amdther, and\cixealy to TipGhend 
that {uch,a people are conſtituted in Gpger S-Circumttan- 
ces, in whoſe dayecbe Epha of 8lhzis. full, thatthas been. file - 
ling tn former Reigns or Ages. + + "d"> by fl 

24ly, They continued impenitent, ndtwithRanding the noble 

. attempts of Joſiah to reform them, and ſomey temporary ex- 
ternal effeQs thereof. How fully is this expreſfed, (2 Chron: 
36.v.14,15,16.) Moreover all th: chief of the Prieſts and peo- 
ple tranſgreſied very much aftey all the abomintions of the 
Heathen, and polluted the hgsſe of the Lord wh«ch he has hallow- 
ed in Jeruſalem. And the Lord God of their Fathers ſent 
to them by his. meſſenzers, riſug up betimesPand ſending, be« 
cauſe he had compaſſion ou. his People, and his awelling place 7 
But they mocked the Meſſengers of Goa, ana geſpiſed bis Word, 
and miſuſed his Prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arſe 
' againſt bis People till there was no remedy. 1 haye recited 
the words at large, becauſe by an-eaſy application they do 
but too nearly repreſent our ſin and danger. The\Sum is, 
there were polutions in worſhip,and corruptions in praiſe, 
and an obſtinate impenitency in both, generally prevailing: 
erſons of all ranks and ſorts being infefted and invaded. 
nd from hence'we may infer, that when a profefſing cart 

; | ple 


ſin? 
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ple * becortie exceedingly degenerate, when they defile' th 
worſhip of God with their inventions, and deſpiſe his Tae 
cred authority in their lives, and when under ſuch abomi» ' 
nations, they continue their hatred to be reformed, fo that 
warnings by the word; and chaſtnings' by the rod, Prove 
unſuccesful; | RS | ii 
In this caſe, the urhimely death of Excellent and Hope- * 


ful Princes is not to be looked on as x common event of 


Providence, but a ſpecial fruit of Sin. And this is all I think 
needful to ſay under the firlt 1-9uiry, therefore, 


2. Why is the antimely Death of Excellent Religious Prins 
ces to be looked on, and lamented as the fruit of their people”s 


A. This is a truth that carrys fo, much of it's own evi-. 
dence along with it, that'tkere is more-need to awaken our 
Conſciences, than convince our Julugments. OT. 

Briefly therefore, . © | | iy Bn ok 

I, Such 4 ſinful impenitent people render themſelves altoge- 
ther unworthy of ſo thoice and excellent a Bleſsing as Rilg ious 
\Princes are, Among all the temporal mercies which God ' 
beſtows upon his people, a Godly Magiltracy, and a Faith- , 
ful. Miniſtsy are the chiet. They are the two Brea/sat which 
his Church ſuck, and is ſatisfied ; they aye the 2mo Witneſ- 


© ſes by whom the latereſts of . Religion are #ſſerted and ſup- 


. 


ported in.the world. And as toa' Godly Magiſtracy in par- 
ticular, *tis promiſed as a part of Sox's Glory. in the latter 
days, when it. ſhall be at the highcſt Elevation, rhyt Kints 
Frall be Nurſtrg- Fathers, and © een; Nutr ſing. 'V others, (Iſa. 
49. 4.23.) When God ſets up,and continues Wiſe a4 Re: 
lig ious Prizces aver his people, this is a convinging evidence 
of his love, and the peculiar regards of .his Providence: as 
the Qicen of Sheba told Solomon 3, Becauſe the Lord loved 
Iſr cel for ever, therefore made he thee King,'to uo Tulgmens 
ard Juſtice; (1 Kings 10. v. 9.) Yr OE 


( 33) 
Now this beitg ſo rich a Bleſſing, an impenitent dege- 
rate people render. themſelves unworthy to enjoy it; for 
it wou'd net be congruons, nor agreeable to the Wiſdom of 
God, and the Righteouſneſs of his Rule, tor continue ſuch” 
peculiar favours unto thoſe, who ſa wretchedly abuſe them; 
Wou'd it be for the Honour of God to cheriſh ſtubborn Re- 
bels in his Boſom, who are in open Hoſtilicy againſt him, 
and ungratefully trample on his Authority & Love? Wou'd 
not Atheiſt ical minas be too: ready to conclude'that their 
Sins were pleaſing in his fight, it the pledges of his eſpecial 
and diſtinguiſhing kindnels to his people, thou'd be vouch- 
ſat'd to them.? We find therefore the promiſe of an excel» 
lent Magiſtracy confin'd to a purified and reformed people.” 
Fa. 1.4. 25, 26. I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely 
purge away thy droſs, and take away all thy. fin. And then it fol- 
lows, 1 will reſtore thy Judges as at the firft, and thy Coun 
ſellors as at the beg inping : q. d. You ſhall then bave ſuch ex- 
cellent Leaders agex as Moles #»d Joſhuah were, the renown 
of. whoſe Wiſdom and Succeſs has reach'd down to all genera- 
tions. But impenitency in Sin renders a- people ſo unwor- 
thy of this mercy, that it would not be for his Honour, 
long to continue it among them. . 
2- *Tis Sin that renders an impenitent people incapable of 
the chiefeſt ndvantages that Religious Princes are inftrumens« 
tal: to couv:y: It is the duty, and will be the great care of a 
piour Magiftracy to promote and diffuſe ſerious Religion 2- 
mong their Subje&s, and to diſcountenance and” punifh 
Sin: This is the end of- their Office ; *tis not their own 
grandure or power that is their higheſt end, bur the Ho- 
nour of God ; They labour therefore to anſwer the end of 
their being, by making. their Authority ſubſervient-unto 
God's : They are «terror to evil works, but the miniſters of 
God for good to them' that do well,. (Rom. 13:v. 3, 4.) But 
now.a- degenerate people that are hatCned in impenirency, 
K | dilap- 


It: 
diſappoint” the endeavours of Retigious Princes to-reform 
them ; and as we have had amazing inſtances thereof a« 
mong, our ſelves ſipce the late mercitul Revolution, loin 
former- days Godly Hezek;ah found [/rett in a very dege- 
nerate caſe, and he xealoully invites them to, obedience, 
( 2 Chron. 30. i.) And Hezekiah /ent to all 1{racl and Fudah, 
ard wrote Letters alſo to Ephraim and Manaſfleh, that they 
ſhoud tome to'the bonſe of the Lord at Jeruſalem, to keep the 
Paſsover t » the Lord God of [/rae!;, and the circular Letters 
which he ſent abroad on that occaſion are recited, 6, 7,8, 
9 verſes, and are penned in a moſt excellent perſwalive 
ſtrain : Thus that godly Prince attempted to bring back a 
revolted people to their God : But alas, the rade matter. was 
not capable of that noble form that his Royal Zeal wou'd 
have calt *erh into : for verſe 10; you read that his meflen- 
gers were laughed ta ſcorn, and mock't. Jr 9 

- Now, ſince an impenitent- people are incapable-ofthe 
chief Bleſhogs which godly Princes are qualifed toconvey 
to *em ; Is it any wonder that. they are removed from\them? 
Religious Princes are too rare and extraordinary z 'piece of 
the divine workmanſhip, to be continued in vain. *Tis but 
ſeldom that we fee grace the ornament of the: Purple Robe: 
You ſee your Calling, Bret hren,how that wot. many wife mien. af- 
ter the fleſh, not many mighty, not maxy noble are called, (1 Cer.) 
1, & 26. The great God in his glorious Sovereignty, takes 
more of 'common clay than refined exalted duſt, to make 
up. the: veſſels of mercy : accordingly - in |'the-whole ſtory: 
af the Kings of Jydeh, we find net above: ſeven. or ' eighe' 
go0d ones, and in all the ſucceſſions of the: Throne of [jrael, 
not one. Ir is therefore a pecpliar and extraordinary Ho- 
nour God puts upon Princes, when they have Grace- from. 
him-to be Religrous indeed. 'When Royalty and" Piers meet) 
togerher,-ſ\uch Princes' are the Glories of 'manking, truly: 
Honol rable, beyond. exprefſion valuable ;. ſuch __ - 

art 
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Earth are indeed-bright refemblances of the God of Hea- 
wen, for they do-not qnly repreſent his Authority, but bear 
the Image of thoſe amiable. perfeFtipns. of his Afetare, bis 
Purity, and his Goodpeſs; , And. can we imaging that Gol 
will long continue-ſuct bright. Stars to ſhine, where they 
are of, no- ule # No, when their Authoruy and Example 
are ineffeQtual to:recover.an hardened people, and, has been 
afforded: fa long, as to-lcave 'om: wichous exen/e ; they ſhall 
be tranſlited to. ſbing in an, higher Orb; ,9gd diſappear ta 
an unthankfal World, that did not improve. their. mlggnce 
and. light. | 4 hel co mitt 380 niowot! 
. Thirdly, The untimely, Fall of Religions Princes 45 4 penal 
ſtroke upon their peoplegare.cherefare my(t be interpreted as 
a fryjt of their-people's fig. There.iganungtupgablereler- 
ence and reſpe& in Pep;fm:nt yntq Sin; 'the lyffering of - 
ſinleſs creatures. ( if they cov'd be liable co any. )ndight be 
of fliFkive, but cov'd'nat be peaet ;.they.wou'd beiafts of. So. 
vereig ty, wherein the. Supreme. Pozer; expreſs; his Nomi- 
nion over his.own Clay: but not. aQs gf J«ffice, wherein 
A ———_ falls under the | Sgatgnce of his Righteous 

Uy ge. | » £5 1070 = C1 
, Now, that the untimely death-of Religious Princes is A 
penal,[{trake, needs. no” great Dewonftration; twa Conſide- 
rations will ſufficiently clear it, - © ic 

. Firſt, The greatneſ5,of {uch as Loſs : which is in ſome re- 
ſpeQs equal to the value of thoſe, Bleſſings we might expeR& 
from the continued Reign of Rehgjons Princes; Navid made 
K'an.argument for Lameatatign at the dearth of a wicked 
Prince; Te Daughters of Feruſalem; Weep over Saul, who 
clothed you with Spavlet, with other kchgbrs who put 0n #u4- 
ment s of Gold upon yoar :Appareh, (2 Sam. 1.4. 24.) But theſe 
are - the leaſt and: lowelt-ok the advaitages that might be 
hoped for under: the' auſpicious-Reiga-of a Pigus Prince : 
*Tis the ſcape of P/al. 72: ts deſcribe the Felicitys of ſuch 


a gon 


> 
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a'Golden Age. I know that'Pfalni is a 7ypical Prophrey of 
the glory: of the:Kingdom' of the Meſſiah; but as there are 
fome paſſagesia it,” "that gre not well capable of. fuch an 
application; {o- moſt "of the reſt have literally a-truth in 
then) as expreſlive of the happy effe&s-of the Government 
of wife and Godly Princes t'and in theſe paſſages David has 
an injmediate-reſpe& to the* triumphant Reign of Solomon; 
whereof he had-a proſpe& by revelation, and which was 
deſigned tobe a ty pe of the-glotious & peaceable Kingdom 
of 'our Ford: Jefuss", + - TT IOC 

Now in that Plalm we find the eque! admiziſtration of 
Juſtice, regard" to the m_ relief to the Oppreſſea, numerous 


Bleſfitighiof 'Pexte 4nd Pleyty to all, affigned as the deſirable 
advantages df ſucha Reign. Religtous Prinices are the Bul- 
wark of their $ubje&s Liberty, the Glory 8 Stability of their 
Kingdoms.:. 'For by & man of underſtanding arid knowledge, the 
Srate ſhall beprobnptd;CPro.28:4.2.) Under the wings of ſuch 


* a GovernmentTHelr people'are attaſezind' lifted upxon high; 


they become-great among" the Nations & Princeſs among 
the Previnces. 'This' was the condition of Ja4«44 under 
Religious Princes, whereas under Vitious and Idolatrous 
ones Hey * were” dininifhied; tand brought Tow, and at laſt 
ruined s Por 'Rightepuſieſs'exalts x Nation, bit'ſtn is the re« 
proach of any Pecple, (Pro. x4. v. 34) | g 
" Bit to'paſs by'all crlier'advantages, Religians Governors 
are the moſt{ikelydoftfruments to'r7eform a degenerate peo- 
ple ; and accordingly 'we'fing,'that' as often as-there Were 
pious "Princes ih Fuda/, there: was'fome appearance'ot a 
Reformation. In the Reign of Joſtah we may juſtly ſuppoſe 
*ent moſt' indifpos'd 3 for: as*their ruin drew nearer, their 


.. Suilt grew grefter-;-and ir Was not without difliculcy, 
and-a_reſoluce extrciſs of big authority that He prevail'dy 


for it is {#id. he caufed'the people r6 ſtarid to the Cbverizne 
of: their God, aad* 144 all-that wire- preſent in- Jeb to 
e [8 


OF 


. 


ſerve. 


” 
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ſerve the Lord, (2 Chron#34:; v. 32, 33.) Which ſeems to 
imply a backwardnels on their part, and a reſolved Zeal on 
his : And herein he had. ſome ſucceſs,:, For. af bis.days they 
departed not from folluwing the Loxd; their God, as.it follows 
there, tho the change was'ſo forced, that.ir laſted ao longer 
than his. life. So that the influence of the Authority, Ex- 


* amples and Encourag ments of Godly Magiftrates may, con- 


tribute very, maych tothe National Reformation of their Sub» 
jeRts, and indeed ſuch a National. Turg.is not in, an.onjaary. 
way to be expeCted without them. And on this account 
the untimely death of Princes Zealous fgr Holiney& Refore 
mation, is a greater loſs than, we are able to exprels, fince a 
National requrnjiog to God.is che higheſt blex/ing,« fufwl peer 
ple can receive, or a godly Mog:/tracy be inftrumental y0 cone 
voz 3 for hereby they bring their people inte good terms 
with their God, and engage his kigd and indulgent Provi- 


dence for them,, which. wou'd be, a ſpring of all kind of 


mercies to-them- ; the greatneſs. of xhe.,lols argues i then to 
be a penal ſtroke, which nothing but Sin coud. proyoke 
God, to inflift. "I 4.6 PRI WO. 

Stconaly, The awful ſignificant portengency that is in the 
witimely death of. Relig lows Pringes,, argoes it tobe. < pore. 
froke. But of this I ſhall ſpeak but ſparingly, becaulc the. 
voice of Providence may be eaſily miſtaken by us, when we: 
have not expreſs directions from.Scriprure as. an cuxrt ores 
of it, yet I may, venture tg. lay. two things concerning, the 
"ixhificaripn of fuch a Providence,.L. Ie rein Exoreſe. 
five of the wrath of God againſt a people whom he (o rebukess 


- 


* Such a Rod has a. loud voice,..and. ſpeaks to us as in thun- 


der, the .Controverſy of -a dilpealed,. provaked, God. This, 
i5 the language of ſuch a Prov nge'in_the.cars.of natural, 
Conlcence, and L-belieye. this tn has {c | 


bells a.many teſtjmonys 
ig theboſom of men, that I need not. farther Fall pn it 5 tor 


who is aot ready raconclude, that. certainly God 1s 2085. 
Y hoof © 208 Av wu as + we w-— watn 


e441 + % 


when | bey dye, en 3n 


(.5E 


w ith us, or he wou'd not have made ſuch A \ griveoys breach 


vpon vs 


= It is ann nike of i= and grearer Tug ment 5, 08” 


fiuppoful that: People toy eapeni's r\#33er 134 3 Lelfer 
-mevits; when'rliey are-un Nbccesful to recover us to Re- 
Lena (which was their firtt uſe)are not only Kods upgn 
= but $5975 wato-us that there arg fyrther OE FPS and 
rretrgrimpendent: over us. © The Prophet tells us, (1/2, 57. 

' +. That: #he Ris hteoss' periſh, ahid no man lays it to heart; 
ind merciful men art taken away, ana none copſh, Hair that the 
Rig hreons ave taker? Krkcf from the' _ come, If this be 


eruc of private PEE +0 hocere hy plooy and uſeful, 
how rhuchniore 9 {Gol i Pho) ode are of more 
pablick concern, L48 Th 


ro keep off. Fa Torrent'af Jadgments while they. live; but 
ate taken away from the euil To.come ; 

yea; ad, are ken. gay tþ Fhat vil 1149 come, there hall be no 

be inflience' of thelr; ar ay &, or their” Frayers, Go) 

vir it, [This-ic was with reference to Joſiah's death,, 

2 Kings. 22. v.20.) Behold therefore I will gather thee tothy. 

rs and thou ſhalt be gbers "to thy Grave iþ Peace, apd. 


rhine Byes iÞydr [ee all 
ace + jr ot years 'afcer His death, rhe 7» a Storm 


fel}, that” was ſo long threatned, and ſo much deſerved by. 
chat obſtifre and impenitent people 
"And'now Fproceeg 


General 
" Firſt, By way 0 f Irflouftion* This Truth afſig ns. the cauſe 


that ſevere- Jo Ari diſpenſation. we are under, by the- 
rat t es Vate” Exatheprs 70/0 Y 6 
The, Croipy fy 11, part” 
Had if beak alt ; A great Princeſs is this day faln in our 
Hr ae1, ons of the greaceft that 'ever fate 0n.the Brii(b 


Throne, 


ce: Fach Print are a Bank to* 


he evit that Twill brikg upon this. . 


ove this his Trih,, by appl 
it to'gur + rare Cdibie1'f hall aedviuP' 8g in 


from our Head'; Our glory 


- w—_ © ET 
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Throne, who added a greater Lufre to it than ſhe received | 


from it, ſince Virtae is of greater value than temporal Gr.:z- 
dure br Power, I find got in Sctipture-Story, a firrer pa- 
rallet for her (if you' attow for the-diſparity. of the Sex) 
chan this wh ch my Tex? refers t0:and therefore tho it 
have been'excelſently improved to this purpale already by 
my Reverend Brother, yet I ſhalt not wholly degling the 
prefenting it to your view agen : Bur: I ſhall content, my 
{eff with brief hints, as Gleanivgs After an Harvelt; 


y 


Firſt then, Theſe Crowd Heads aoree in their perſonal. | 


2 aliftcationszanJ (to omit many other particulars this | 


were obvious in the Reign of both) I fhall menrioa-that. 
only which is'the trueſt Glory of reaſonable creitures; they: 


were both of them ſircerely. eminently Relig ions, Foſtah was- 


the wander of his Age, and ſhining like a; Star. in the ſtory: 
of the. Scriptures, and that of the firſt magnitude : for 
(2 Kings £3. 0.25) Like nnto him,was, no Kizg before hius 
that turned Io the Eord with «ll his heart, Oc. neither. after 
bim aroſe there any like him.: all the other good Kings of 
Judah have their Reign blemifhed by: ſome obſervable and 
notorious failing : But the whole Reign and Life of 4 
Excellent Priete.is repreſented.as an Heaven without ClondF.. 


n 


The fincerity of his Heart was the bleſſed Roat of an ex-" 


efoplary. and fruitful Life : for. the Holy. Ghoſt informs us, 
That the King made « Covenant before the Lora, to walk after 
the Lord, and to keep his Commandments and Teſt imonies, and. 
Statutes with all his heart, and with all bis ſoul, &c,(2 Chron. 
34+ v. 31.) And in purſuance of this obligation, he enga- 
ged in reforming work with all his might, with an heroic 
Princely. Zeal, and an undaunted Reſalutions 


" And naw look on the reverſe of the Parallel: and tho it. 


be a great thing to be faid of mortal creatures in this ſtate 
of ImperfeRion, that they paſs rhro* the world without any 


noted blemiſh ; and'this is yet greater to be (aid of ow 
that- 


—— - 
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that. are encompaſſed with the Temptations that at- 
tend a Crown; yet this is bur /iztle to be, ſaid of our 
Tate Q#eez, whom ſome accounts, (which we have no 
reaſon to. diſtruſt) have publiſhed to the World," as 
an exat Maſter-piece and. mirror of Vertue, a Princeſs that 
had a deep ſenſe of Religion upon her own ſoul, and was. 
full of noble thoughts about reforming a ſinful, reconciling a, 
divided People. , But jt canngt. be expefted from ſuch as had = 
not the priviledge of. a near agcels, to inlarge on this Head:; - 
The-worla may challenge it as a due from.thoſe who can 

ſay more then what they receive by report from others ; 
But on this account our loſs is unexprefiible, that we are be- 
reaved of a Queen, whoſe exemplary piety {-thron'd her in 


-the heatts of all her well-inclized SuhjeAts. 
_ © *Secondly; They agree. in the ſeaſon of their fall, which was 


«timely ; Tn'the lower of their years, in the. midſt of their 
days, they, both-exchang'd -the Powps. of 4 Throwe for the 


STI LI 
dlitude 


| $9 \ RaGcod5 Foſiah at 39, «nd Queen Mory pp 33s 
An age 


| | which” David deprecates death as:a Judicial 
ſtroke, (P/: 10, v. 2, 24.) 1 ſaid, oh my God, take: me not away 
zn the miaſt of my days, Indeed whatever 1s judrcial init, be: 
Iayss.to the, SubjeCts thar are bereaved, not ro. the. Prifices, 
chat are-removed, to whom, tis no Joſs, but the higheſt gain, 
and happieſt. exchange, to put off a Crown, of Gold, and 
put on a Crown of Glory :- But ah how heavy a ſtroke is 
c[iison their unhappy, un worthy People, to have Princes of. 


' ſich extrgordinary Qualifications, and excellent Hopes, . ſo, 
{urprizingly ſnatcht away / * 


Thirdly, They agree in the univerſal Lamentation that was 
mate over them: We read not of any ſuch, mourning for any 
of. the good Kings of Teg4h, as was I9 is Cx- 
prefſiverof* his'emjnent worth; md. everential love it ; 
procured him in the hearts of his peg qu Both Jeruſalem 
and all Judah and Jeremieh jogn in theſe a abioLey: (2 
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. like laying the Axto the Root of! che'Treet uhdf jar 
b 


(7 41, 9) 


* Chron. 364% 24,25.) 'Tis oblerved as a brand on the 


memory of Jehoram, that he departed. without bens dejired, - 
(* Chrou. 21,7720.) RE the deſerved infelicity, of df. 
that are ulelels or hurtful. in; their life, 1hat they-are_not - 
lamentediat their Death. . But the memory ofthe. Juſtis. 
Bleſſed, and 'their Duſt, is 4mbalmed, by the yadiflembled: 


Tears of their ſorrowlul SubjeRts, - 


” ju w 


: 


Ang how tully this part ot the Puralle agrees; to outpres; 


ſent caſe, Ineed not ſhew, ſince your ezes, and ears, andyf8- 
bits are witnelles of it. .Certaznly ngver was Princeſs 
ſnarcht away from a-people,-that. morg#x irely, or more de-! 
ſervealy poſſeſſed their hearss!, $0, thatithe Kry dows are T2-, 
al Moaruers. \ 4M ti yan thang Yolo 3d \ MA 

-; Foprthly; Wt have reaſgu-to fear thutithere is. tap great an 
#g reement in the circumſtences of' their. people, with reſpect to 
the terms on which they ſtand with God, [he (ins of Judd. 
were then full, and'tipe for zuJgment; ?ewag'only he Life 
ani, Zz4l of tliis Godly Prince that for-arwhile reprigyet his 
Kingdom, and retarded the fatal ſtroke. ITE | 

- And wou'd ito God that the application - of this i»f4ce 
to our caſe; may. nat hold 1n this particular ; I am (enfible 


tharit becomes us norto deterrain pofirivelyina.dubious cafes 


eſpecially: when Sovercign-and /Prerogative' Mercy may-Jnr __ 


terpole. above \what God u/wally does, or What :we have N 


ground from Scripture-to expet?, | / | 

' ButryerF think this'is undenta ble,.chat we have ſo many 
grounds of rational fears; 'as Thou'd: excite nsto the-unmoli 
diligence *for: preventing fuch a dreadful +[re.m'r'Onr Lands 
are tull-of'Sin! many-meads tra ve beery tried for parging us 
withoutany-confiderable ſutccefs ; andnow after divine Pa» 
tence bas waited for our. fruitfulneſs vein, this Rtroke 
looks-tke rhe ' breaking forth bf) a" new 'ConrowerF 3 yea, 


prove '[d at laſt, #h unhappy people! For fiive.we.hav 
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been reformed, we may. with trembling hearts expe; that 
if we. be not wholly ruined, yet the floods of wrath wilt 
riſe higher and" the ſword of” vengeance pierce, deeper thary 
inobr laſt viſitation; for this' increaſe 'of Judgments upon 
an unreformed people'is agreeable to that rule which God 
lays down for his providential procedures, (Levir. 26 Ch: 
throughout.) Thus you ſee; we have reaſon to ſay, The 
Crown is fallen front our Head. 'May we not therefore pro- 
TEE” 26 ot Bragh y 
Secondly, To infer that we have ſinned, and with humbled 
* hearts impute our ſuffering to our ſins :- you will find ſuf 
cient reafort {o to-do, if you confider.-+ oo | 
© Firſt, The dreadful guilt contrafted in the late Reigny, In 
which it ſeedi'd to 'be the great” deſign of Heil, by -obli- 
rerating a ſenſe of 'al} Rel;giom to prepare the Lands for 


*""fecfor:Pollariow in Worſpip,"T ſhall not. deſcend into 
thariavidiqus Argument, wherein the ſeveral Parties at va- 
riance are ready to charge each ather with bitter Crimina< 
tions, thar-lead rather to exaſperate thaniheal.; and tho? a 
modeſt:defence '6f: our ſelves againſt unrighteous acculati- 
gns.may.be juſtifyed; yet under. our preſent .ctrcumftances: 
 rbccomes' us 411 rather to fall with: humtlity.. under that 
) expoſtuiation,{ 2:Chrow. 28! v.10.) Are-there-not with youg: 
2ven with you, ſins againſt the Lord your God ?- | 
'But as to Siwmoralitys in Prefice,they have been too viſi- 
ble:to:bedenred;as well as togiheinqusto Ferxouſed;thetime 
 wou'd fail)me to enumerate allthe abaminations of- thoſe, 
_ days, by which the foundation of God's Controverly againſt: 
us was laid. How was Idolatry countenanced ?. the {acred- 
rame of God contemneg;' by ;Perjurys-in infnaring -Oaths,, 
\aad. hy. Hellh.- Af/reats,of-that-Glozjous Being: in prafane: 
anes?} How,,generzab was, the Profanation-of the Sabbath # 
_ Wha: unrealgnable-Severitys: agdialt a: Laborious, Faithful, 
a EY Minis 
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Migiſtty; ard-Peactable People? What a Sz of Bloddsſhed 


both by barbarous Butcheries without form of Lzw,aad 
the palliativn 'of Murthers undera: riotion'sf Mar-ſlugh- 
ter which the Law'of "God '# a-ſtranger\to} whereby rhe" © - 


gvilr of -Blbod thas' been 'mpurged.® Whardbemimable"Un- 


- cleannefs;:Luxuty,/and Intemperance, that from a polluted: 
Fountain-ſpread thro the Lands like'a' Deluge ?' And indeed: 


what-Sin1s there marked outvin Scriprurg” as: having 


Lanid-deſtioy ing influencesthe guilt: wherebf« was. not'then'+ 


found in-our/Skints ?- So'that we may juRlg account, 'that 
while God is vilitiong now, be: is:calling-ro remembrance: 


the guile that..was contrated. then. The Fews.had a'Pro- /-. 
verbink Sperch, that'in all their aMiQtions there was'an ounte © 
of the Co/den Calf, tatimating' God?s:'dr{pleaſure agaitiſt:- 


their. -ldolatry ;- and! in all -the.. Judgrnents. thatrmay 
overtake us, we may.as truly conclude that God /is' pus 


.niſhing the Lands for"that former guiltz: To which I may:: 


add; 3 48 


 Stcondly, That we continue. an unreſortmed. people Gill. In; 
ſome Inſtances (bleſſed be God) there is an hopeful changez..: 


Inſnaring.Oaths are abrogated, Penal Laws againſt Peace- 
able Dillemters Repealed. But alas! our.,abominations in- 


% 


iz 


” 


on Wl 


praQice-are_ ſtill continued ;. ſo that-we muſt; be fileat uns : 


der the\ Expoltulation-of God-by-the, Praphet;: How'can/f# 


' thouſay, 1 am not polluted, &c 2 ( Fer. 2. v.35) Under our 


circumſtances,.*twoud be a great aggravation of our gailt 


to.vilit:us fo much the. more ſeverely.: Ter thou ſaxeſt,. Bee: , 
cauſe. 1 am innocent, ſurely his anger ſhall turn from me : Be. 


to vo tion that which! wou'd proyoke the Holy:God 


hola, I will plead with thee, becauſe thou ſayeſft I have not-ſm- 
ned, (F+r.2.9.25,) Let us therefore conlider the, prelent 


hegvy ſtreke'.as a fruit of Sin, -and humbly acknowledge 


that. we hayg-procured:zhele: things to:our, ſelves. 


"2dU/ſe 


4. 


"pK 


24 U/e.. Tt we xmprope;t bis Truth ws. x7 FT Exhorti 10 
nn. hee Particnlars © \ c., 
Firſt, Sinre, the untimely. deatb a Excellent Prints. is - 
jruth of, their. Peoples Sinrilet us wacre vh6:holy-and Rinbirone: | 
hend of Godt ripe the: breath. he hat, made wgou-ds'y The Great:' 
Gpd; expe s-our :loweſt ſubmichon imall his; rebukes for . 
Sin : and that'we: ſhou'd-be. ſenſtbſe,of the evils we. have 


" done in his ſight,: that /o he mighy be juſtified when:he ſpeaks, Fs 


and. ofeay: abode: deer, { Babs: 55. ver. 4.) How: fe-." 
verely foaver: he \{/f1i#;: tis no' mote? than we: gre Sn | 
and there:is:no grount:foria- tepining complaint left. us, 
while there is:no' wrong dont us, 2nd wereaponly the fruit | 
of: gur.oven wretelied I 'becomos:us therefore'to - 
- priate our! ſelves befor&our offended Godwwirts the deep- - 
eb wencration'andawe; and td entertain:honourable ador. !: 
ing:thoughts of: hisſportefs Puricy ,and Righreous Govern: | 
Mm | -oariwy 5 wei mourg and:{martiundet <the-blow of his 
Di leaſed hand 5 Let our fouls be under praCticsl coh-' 
| ons'thap cheLord our Gvd His Holy; even whonhe makes 
| uSudhagipjy' f j | 
Secondly Lerius chkbfaty. obſerve a eohtbleds a Mm} x- * 
. " Zuﬀ6 of great Tidulgtarve attd UNWer 11 ed 20 thre T "40h 4645 pts 3 
bete; -Silite ir ldE Ac thdV ie: 5 668" 9 13 WeHrvel 
groan br wonder and: priſe, op h&ttrote '9 %  ſobteet; ) 
na mee'feuerthy;7 ©, 

7hy BO/more 4 ne A Br. our- ity has: toni Galli 
cited his- Juſttee* agyrnlt ts. oo at" rifer 107 It 
_-thatoun'Qhee# was (paked? Kip her Al {t'a94' nifigetite ? 
were mide {6ferviceable 8h'in begining" nd tifirning 
thelate merciful Revo/arioy: this Foeaped we reap from 

the contintahce '6f thafprecions,) fife fo looms” 

Thet te ſmiſje;us no'tmere ſever rely,” The tante Righteons 
and provokt# hand rr fnteln Ay bot Qzeey, might 
| laye bereaved us of 0 our King toc,and ſo have abandon'd us 

'- "20 


gs. 
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to al thecolamitysand xonfufivaswhich ſuch an-pathank- 
ful PE le deſerve. AvvV\aycy 
| ny bezonrGofothatiheaein C ubirenaſiniices 
_ differ from thoſe of Judzh at the fall of ,zheir-Fvſpab; 
for rliere was neveti rood Pritceletrto fnttzinihartcotter- 
ing Scace z«the"7 #9 That \ſurcecded Fab beforethe Caps 


tivity ware all wicked, 4nd fergeesodl tok4/ptorwardrhe 


judging the were: haſtoingrow that-pedpleſ'' Bur theo? 
the merciful Providence of 'Godg Wwe have a King yerſpared- 
to us, Who is indeed #5 the Breath of dar Neſtrits; and the 
Anoiyed of the Lord), of whom wertnaythope'to ay; that 
wwnder bi? fb idow we: _——_ ado ug 1bbHeaehtn, {Lancs 
v.20.) Let: therefore a: fefiſs'of ouy! keep'aqaiqual 
pace with lamentarion 4or our .loſs; whit we may'aſctibe 
unto God the'Glory of his Pa/Mec — r0- 
gethes, -- if 913 iv 316! C1113 OISUMI iff e87TIC 05A 

Thirdly, Let as be excited to an holy FEUeni wCim; F., 
has done ws this na(chief') Had fonamines worn ent 
fatty by any treacherous and blosdy'tiand, oh wh Hepes ve 
efexemplat y' Virnteancewoutd Keking Maples 
Wh:2t. indignation a ainſt the Menſter- thr coup 
fuck an horrid Villmy; toudtrfack x» *fadred! antes Uh. 
Brethren, the Traytor is in our Bofoms; wou'd you- then 


meditate a noble Kewvernge?t 'Ol' be perſwadbel £6 do 'exrems* 


5 


flary Execution on your Luſt". Ter the falVks w ſaerifios, © 


to yolr juffreferntmients 3 ahddnithis Kind'of ie Eevenge,” tis 


commendation arid: intere(t es iy acai Kr #hd in- 
exorable:: Oly; then; Pluck out Ri s,. Cut off Right 
Hands, Do violence to the Body'of ath; ah not four 

Souls pirty; non be Eye ſpare! * ' bav44s ig \\ 
wicent deniſe of 


\'Let « ſorfe:of! otir Þ6f! Me ndrehh Þ vl 
dar? 'Sins, thaOmay' YI if's- Kr 1 po of diem; and * 
fiether reſolves,-thro% hp Rren agxinſt- them. 
Actd' becaule this is ths: propor Piet Dey I'ſhall 


SL G10] lay . 
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- Yo: work: then. in this/boly- revenge | upon! Lig; [lies 


Secondly, Mourning jay Fg Our loſs iodeed calls for 
our lamentation ; but qur chiefeft forrow ſhou'd be reſer- 
ved for ur. Sins 3 -we''ſhau'd mourn over. the Sins others, 


but eſpecially. oven ourown. 571 1 ON 
8.5 We'ſban'd mourw- over the. Sins of others :. looking on 
our {e]ves as'parts of tie great ColleZFive Body: and winder 
thats nation, let us take a'view of .the provoking circum- 
ftances of theſe: guilty Lands: with: broken-and- bleyiog 
hearts... Alyfour ingratiitde, that we.are no-more affected 
with,our- mercies !; Ah aur 3mpenitency,, that we. are ſoig- 
{fmſible.of-our Sins: How: wretched is the poſture. of our 
bearts, difafeRed-towards the/ Great God, as our boly Law- 
_ giver; and chiefeſt Good ? How hath he ſmitzen us, but we 
have rot grieved { :How-hes. he ſaver us, but-we have not 
feared the, Lord and bis. Goodnels !.; Inſtead ;of: meditatin 

grateful returns, how have, we: reprated: our Atronts, __ 
grows vilibly, wyele node; - the, means that ſhou'd' have 


* 

made” / 
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te 
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made us better |. Ah ſinful Nation !. 4 people Laden: with. Inir 
9/5: (pr theſe things oar, bowels ſhou'd with; the Prophen's, 
[aupd- dike an Harp, and ' Our bearts. be ponred forth like; Aber 
before the Lord. rap off 103 9) ;:tyr 
.2:. Weſbou'd eſpecially bewail our own Sius. And. here it 
is.that the Floodgate of Sorrow thou'd be opened, and the 
Springs. of Repeatance broken up., Our mourning for{Sin 
ſhau'd be. deep, like: themn's for: Joſiah, (Fecha h2y :lr:hau'd 
be, Ing exons and Evengelicat, not the howling aka Cr:aminel 
that is afraid of being puniſhed, .but.che-remorle-of a Cbi/4 
Gut is Wery.19 have offended, | ” 4 leon 8 
\ Thirdly, Mortifying Sin in our, ſelves, and ſupprelſcng 48 31 
others bay th 45 we pap 'Tis the. guiſe gf; Fra io 
moura for Sin, and live 1o.it ; the light of, Conſcience gives 
**m ſome remorſe for Sin, while a debafed heart fiads greater 
delightjn-it.,. Let it not be ſo with you: Butlet. your nfo 
mentation over it. iſſue in a-greater detef 8:10» of. it,-g0d. fits 
ed aver/ation againſt.it. Do. not content your-ſelves;with 
reſtraining Sin,, but Jabour to mortify it: Furniſh your 
minds with ſuch metives as may thro' the operation of the 


. Sanitifying Spirit, deaden your hearts to Sin... 
And labour allo to. /uppreſs it in others as far as your Ex- 


ample,Authority Intereſt,or Perſwafions can extend 3 That 


ſo God and . Mery may ſee that ſuch a coſtly Rod is not 


ſpent upon us 1n vain. 


Now to excite you to this holy Revenge agaipſt Sin, L 


ſhall offer_ theſe Conſiderations, and conclude with, theme.-.; 


FirF,. Conſider, that if this Jrols be not-thus improved, "tis. 


nok the left, nor. the greateſt that we ſhall feel. The arMOry. 
of God's wrath is not yet empty, his Quiver is {ull.of Ar- 
rows; The inſtruments of death are in bis hand, ke has. 
ways enough in view to iacreaſe-the Calamitys af a fioful 


people.that are herdned, when he. diſcovers, himſelf, to be. ' 


offenaed : . Andiindeed on this account our circumltances are 


very -- 


% . 
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Fil = te rofits' prefer vation moreeffeftually, than 
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| hb SHRAien), ag ohr<cartiage under theth will igive'uis 4 
_raſetg which we may'-judge, what God will further db 
Mit9u3* For if we'cdntinie t6walk- contfary to Hiln;#hd 
Tgfuſe to'be reforryed by theſe things, he will watk contrary 
t6 U$/an Puniſh us yer ſeven times morefor our'Sins ; and 
nor cexſe from fmitin tilt he has made us leave inning, 'of 
7 Waſt'for it,' Let usremember therefore, rhar'the Ti- 
24 ke: our King 'iL.inthe hand of that God; whomn 
$'regiraleſy affront; x life of 'the greateſt 
tatice; #fd/ made'ytt of greater, by out preſent loſs ; 
ular honour God ha Pa por port the King,/that' he 
the DOA A 3nd Cat 01D fo0t # Ihe» 
wh, ave er aue it ir rhuch the thore 
nd & our care to preſerve it,and we 


? 


of / \Riperrdute. Ve ' have finned our-Ex- 
iftothe- PETE dy 5 'our hopes fromh'her 
uf yzriiſhed,ant is BE odph fl we we provoke 


Godby inert at His" why and throw ns into utter 


Sen eg ? If we ou prevent: Tofad' an ifſye, this is the 
. only ex Sri; vis ies. wa. 


[E--n/ Hit f7 Heaven "ave it } /Roprbtbe 
rey 


mo get* vip 7"For rhe door bf: mercy Js 

of agile anth\g 8 people. 'The Decree'brings 

t forth, till the 5 may Rep jrocath are:dryed +; Re- 

' Petitance ik nor het 72m GolPs ByeP tft it Be Þ ire 
- ood » edf; A have - at up Ot by ego cbr Borie? 


pouP.fols.Jh or ſt'g4in.-* For whenohce 
2 Fe 8d prepare! "bps can eafi Votes In* 
ſtryments by 'whotmrhe hey it,or rajſe "up others; al- 

0 {op at vg y Be yy an, wWere'laid'in their'fi ſen? 


Et ; Beat Irdel rodſt nor be built off 
Tho b NE es, Bor-orr rhe Gol of Iſrael,” CPF, 146. v. 3; 


Bt tor jour traſt'sn "Privres, mor nth: Sor of man, tn 
whom 


(49) 
whom is #0 help, his breath goeth forth, he returns to his earth; 
in that very day his thoughts periſh, Happy is he that hath 
the God of Jacob for his belp, whoſe hope is in the Lord his 


, 


od: 

Laſtly, Remember that a nobler life than that of mortal Prin. 
ces bas fallen a Sacrifice for Sin, even that of the Son of God;- 
He died for our Sins ; For the iniquity of his People was he 
ſtricken, (J/6. 53, v. 8.) In that ſtupendious 1tra»ſaction, the 
demerit and malignity of Sin is moſt-awfully repreſented. 
The honour of Juſtice required no leſs an expiation ; that 
ſo pardoned ſinners might have no occaſion to entertain 
dithcocurable thoughts of God, or look upon fin with a 
diminution of its hatefulneſs. And itis by thoughts of Faith 
exerciſed on the death of the Son of God, that we ſhou'd be 
chiefly excited to an holy hatred of Sin, and indignation a- 
gainſt it, Who can conſider the great Redeemer ſtrugling, 
bleeding, dying under the puniſhment of Sin, and indulge it 
with complacency and delight any more ?- How deteſtable 
ſhou'd it be to us in Repenting for it, fince it was [6 bitter-. 
to our Lord Jeſus in _ of it? Oh then let all theſe 
Conſiderations have a powerful impreflion on our hearts,. .- 
and form them to a real diſlike of Sin, and divorce. from it. 
Let us ingage with an holy fervency in the work of his 
day, and bind. cur ſouls under the moſt ſolemn Oblig etions 
againſt Sin, that we may proclaim and purſue a mortal en- 
mity-to it, and have no peace with any luſt any more. Lez + 
us deal with it as our Ezemy, and in this frame God will be © © 
. our Friend ; and if he be for «s, the moſt cloudy diſpefiſa= 

tions will have a friendly aſpe& and-influence upon us. For © 
all Creatures, all Providences will be at Peace with them 
who are at Peacc.with God thro? our Lord Jeſus Chrij?. . 


EIN.IS. 


